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ADVERTISEMENT. 3 
S a new | Edition of this Tract was 

recommended by ſome judicious per- 

Aus who have been long engaged in the 

Education of Vouth and are deſirous of 

promoting ſome knowledge of Religion 
& along with their other Sciences, it is ac- 
cordingly publiſhed by itſelf, in a way beſt 

adapted both to the Tutor convenience 

and that of his Pupils; and in order to 

reduce it into the ſmalleſt compaſs ſuch 

Notes are omitted as appeared to be of a 
more ſpeculative and abſtruſe nature, or 

leſs immediately connected with the ſub- 

8 Ke of theſe Reflections. | 
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Life 4005 Character of CH RE $ 7; 


H E true intention of * 8 writers 
was not to give a complete account of all 
the things that Jeſus did (C), much leſs of all the 


reaſons, and occaſions of them; ; but only t to record 
8 


1 


F How far this en ſo, ma mayde Gon in en hi 
Diff. p. 587. from Jobs ii. — 144 * xx. 30, 31. 1 Cor. xv. 5. 
and Mac 25 Prelim. Obſ. to Harm. pa/im 

The fame appears to be the caſe with ſeveral of our bleſſed Sa- 


viour's rea/onings ; where the Evangeliſts, e St. John, © uſe 
4 ſhortneſs of ſtyle; and for the moſt part may be ſuppoſed not to 
relate 15 at large, as they were ſpoken; but to ſer down the 
principal heads thereof, leaving their conciſeneſs to be ſupplied by 

the care and attention 'of the devout reader. Clagett, Serm. Vol. 
al. p: 88. where a remarkable inſtance is produce 


to this purpoſe. | 


"courſes on the internal marks of FEW, in th 
| of his Life, &C. p. 240, Kc. 8 


2 2 on the 
ſo many naked facts +, on each kind, as would be 


abundantly ſufficient to lay a ſure foundation for 
our faith in his divine miffion, ant by that faith 


lead us to eternal — 
And indeed, the account which we find there 
delivered, _— as it is and ane bun > that 


+a 7 Mig wa Ss 3 3s a a” * fl 


+ To make evident who that maſter was, whoſe iifcinles they 


profeſſed themſelves, their bufinefs was to tell, how they knew him, 


what miracles he had wrought, and all choſe other Nr Brat which 
we read in their goſpels; in which they made uſe of no diſquiſitions; 
but in a plain and faithful narrative declared their knowledge of 


"thoſe matters. And this looks like the ſingular care and wiſdom of 


Divine Providence, that nothing of human invention might be ſaid 
ro be mixed with the goſpel; which could not have been prevented, 


bad the Apoſtles in their writings ſet down, not only what they 
themſelves had ſeen, but their conjectures alſo, and deductions from 


the actions and _— 1 Saviour.” Le Clere, Harm. Difl: p. WI 


Fer Tr WJ. et * VInſpir. des livres . 1 et 41 
S us N. cue! * 


won =) kuele N Oh " ane | 
— ac Oye or the other action wah appear to mankind; or what 
objections 5 be raiſed upon them. But without at all attending 
to this, they Iay the facts — you, at no pains to think whether 
they would as credible or not. If the reader will not believe 


| their teſtimony, there is no help for it; they tell the truth, and at- 


tend to nothing elſe. Surely, this looks like ſincerity ; and that 
*publiſhed nothing to the world,” but what, wow the" beſt eri 


dence, they believed themſelves.” Duchal, p 


- © It is remarkable, that through the MER N their hiſtories, "the 
Evangeliſts have not paſſee: one encomium upon Ju, or upon any 


Abe friends; nor thrown out one reflection againſt his enemies; 


hough much of both kinds might have been, and no doubt, would 
have — done by them, had they been overned either by a ſpirit 
4 1 or enthuſiaſm. Chiif's life is not praiſed in the goſ- 
pel, his death is not lamented, his friends are not commended, = 
enemies are.not reproached, nor even blamed ; but every thing is 
fold naked aud unadorned, juſt as it hap ppeteed ; and all who Fu 
are left to judge, and make reflections EY themſelves ; a manner of 
writing, which the hiſtorians-never wo Son Baye fallen into, had not 
their minds been under the Fakes the moſt ſober reaſon, and 
10 Ply impreſſed with the dignity, im Faves, and truth of their 
Macknight, Harm. Prel, Obſ. p. 6 Comp. Dr. Gerrards's 
Site Diff. 1. feR. 2, 3. or Lardner's "two v e Di- 
E 


= Yoo 


4 & > 5 4 


2 


wt 


Life and Gharafter'of CHRIST. 3 
ſimplicity the more credible, 4) ĩs in itſeif of fo very 
extraordinary a nature; and exhübits ſuch an im- 
portant and amazing ſtene of wiſdom, power, and 
goodneſs ; as muſt, hen duly attended to, com- 
vince us, n it could ne leſs e e 
ind. wo een g WP i ent : 1583 _ 
mh ſhall int before you Fn 1 ge 
_ view of this tranſaction, as may help to 
diſcover the fitneſs and l of our en 
conduct in the wWh⁰dlOeee. 
Let us begin where: the: beloved>Diſtphe mo 
his goſpel; (ho had much higher manifeſtations, 
and a more perfect knowledge of his Maſter, 


than * other of ths Evangelifts i) em him 


quent \ humiliation "Ip That a being m_ Inconceiy- 
able perfections ſhould 17%, hinfelf t of every 
glorious attribute; and a ear not only in the 
Form, but real nature of man, and in its — 
—— and forlorn eſtate ; — under all the wants, 

zakneſſes, and pains: of infancy j That he 
hould be men = Wee rag e. n 
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Fon bee mos 7 u 
+ To a Being who exiſted, &fore his birth, in ſome happier ſtate, 
the 2vhole of the embodied ſtate may be regarded as one continued act 
f 2 bumiliation ; and in a ſenſe, as one uninterrupted ſcene of /a ene of /uffer- 
VIOUT 


g. FJ. N. Sceet, Serm. Vol. II. p. 164. That our blefd 88 
has ſuch a pre exiſtence, is ſhewn ſufficient! Mes: the Anchor refer- 
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jeden t to is parents, in a — low, — 

: * rn mitiſtry +, and was 
owe with full powers for the due diſchars 

of * able to deſtroy his ſeveral adver ; 
With a nge word; he-ſhould: -ſhill- mndergo 

| the various aſſaults thoſe, Who ly ed” 

ſued him for no cauſe, but one chat 'merited 


A ——— 


to the liberty of de fn. f God, 
by. them to bis government, from 
which I had . 
: and cor 


ur; ; and rendering Nr 
e 8 all 2 22 a e 
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to the lat, Num. iv. 3, 23, 35, 43+ 47+) © | : 4 

of this office he was very properly Prepared for the execution on of it, 

22 exerciſe of private hs a. and intenſe devotion, as 

2 lively-prefiguration of the principal difficultics that attended 
4 4 — ſnewn in an E. ＋ Sr 

* ation in the Wilderneſs, 55 : i 


2 


appear in this form rather:than any ather, as ©": 
ai 1ſt, I ſhoult SeinSrogarall'G God's ations: ' 


ficient to convince impartial judg gements, yet thi 
is none ever of ek mene ad ouch uo cen. 


the full brightneſs of his Father's glory! pars 
with a numerous hoſt of Angels; in ſome ſuch: L 


, — | 
2 publicly declring ho he was 
and wherefore he was ſent; and ſta | 
ing their ſubmiſſion by a ſuitable train 
ſtupendous miĩracles; ſa that none of nem hau 
have been able either to miſtake or to withſtand 
him: this method, beſides its giving too W 
nnen. to. wal _— "notions 6 6s had 
— them to come into it upon nets 
ciples entirely oppoſite to its true con emen 
and contradicting the moſt noble and eſſentis 
part of his deſign viz. his purifying* e of . 
hm and e others to peers in their » Ei 
Ea 11 . tenen * „ Kal 
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thi: r= wn about the greateſt * 

mankind n genera ;*this method wand have” 
bern too violent and overbearing: to have left 
any rooms for real merit y dy: je: 


exerciſe of the thie 
| irthole- who' adhered to fink upon 
ſack an immediate view ; and the relation ef it 
would haye been of too ſuſpicious a fort ever to 
engage the belief of diſtant ages amd natiens: it 
would have been fa every way from : 
: etent triat of that-fair/hdnble;'u u ht; 
ind ingenucus temper, which is che chief 72 
be e of each ſineert Wor of God 

diſcovery [whereof "wile — wt 
which 8 thverus n of alt religions difpenſari 

'-zdly Harſh as this may ſeem — 8 
12 che hamari tees ſhould devote moſt of 


bis days to a fervile occupaten; ir furniſhes ue 
with one of the t evidences ef the divine 


2 1 


eee Chriſtianity, Had Jeſi/ ſtudked every 
branch of ſcience un er maſters of thoſs 
ape, we might have aſcribed his ſuperi 


or accom· 
pliſhments to human cauſes: but when deſtitute 
of all the means of improvement, he hurſts out of 
obſcurity with a luſtre that ſurpaſſed all che Ora- 
tors and 3 of antiquity, we cannot 
ipent oui wee wha! his Authority 1 
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| . ii. 34. Acts iii. 5 1 Car dh. 8. 
I Vid: Confiderations p. b 


1 Library No. ix. P- 452. * Dr. Ha 
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of his miſſion. In ane” 10 
II World for his reception; $0 2 
an epe ation #f hit; as well as to diſtinguiſh 
ppear, and gie a H be f 
Aar he 3 come; ie ſeveral qualifica- 
tions of his perſon, pedigree, and chief eircum- 
RKanees of his advent; Were at large deſcribed! Jon F 
before: it was hat 1 
be of the ſeed of Abraum, bribe of * 
of David, &c; but if he had appeared | 
adblt ſtate,” he would have had no more relatic 
to ane tribe er family than another: if what ſome 
of the Ju advanced from their traditions®; that 
a2when Chriſt cometh nv man knoweth' whence he is, welt 
ttue; it would have been impoſſible for any ſth 
propheeies as theſe to have been accompliſhed; 
aid extremely difficult for the people to whom he 
was Primarily ſent, much more for others ever to + 


11 chen, uponthe 'whole,'ie Rn —— 
that the Son of. G were he to viſit 3nd cone 3 


. 8 not a po to have deen 
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-caſe in at aged (un anc exc 
Ag int imputation either on his purity or per- 
wiſdom 2. Lincs any kind of commun 
8 ſuch a divine perſon and creatures of ſo 
pr ang wall bg Gy, . 3 bu- 
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| h — =; — 2 to 8 he imme- 
; Gately-dire&s himſelf ; inſtead of publickly diſ- 
PAT all the powers with which he was inveſted, 
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FA al . th, the ends for which. he 
| Came; and n 8 doctrine be. hag: to.de 
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857 ine pe whi c was gere wer 
ine & the ſeal of his 49% Oat and PINS g they were 
ao wn porpoſe.” = appropriation: of | 
| tot P r intention, ſer it out mg Ar 
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t view; to m 


works G feste and to preſerv 
e _ ave been ce if 81 RE 
general on of them. As ein 

: » en | 


I TT 


| ky = — — 4 in the R cn 2 

; ter Thom Ml" "vjls_ of Hambilty "herd 
: 7 — _ his victory, his triumph ? or 2 

* nefit his followers derive from his example, his merit, his crown ? 
 Sufferings were the theatre on which he T ilplayed. his 15 divine vir- 
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elleem — veneration, "which, — — at» 
nb che ein his divine commiſſion mn the 
k er effect pan the invincible gire exadice 
s, than $9; increaſe; an ple 


give e | , OCCALIIO 
more, and grow more, violent in perſecuti 
His irre r chooſes to ror 


this teen his for adding 
n anner of 3 e 
in like = for the like reaſons; and likewiſe. in 
ordering him to preſent himſelf to the ex 
on of the prięſt, who was to judge of, and bear 
E oh being, 400% by A divine 0 
a of e as a violater of che nd. an 
invader of the ſacerfotal office. Mart. vn. 4. 4 
1-44. Lule v. 14. He conceals his p e-e 
under the mean garb,of poverty Fe | 
himſelf occaſionally. out of the way of pop 
tumult.;, confining his mondecs for d 
out to private places, and obſcu ſcure Wilagess 68 L | he 
dane, SO to. 1 . 
* ¹¹¹ . ; 11. LY Jas: 
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ods office * ou —— mer, anc : 
5 follow hit.” 


nv Jy pation, p. 2 72: Comp. Jener 125 of 8 Ts 
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372 fo 5 oh 10 l us 1, Ghee Ar BK Ann — 
* Se 'Clre, his Add. to Ham. on Matt vi. 4. 
er Lightfoot, Na Vel k. . p. 640. Add Benſon's Life of Chriſt, c. 8 


— Un Re was resdy to fniſn all that remained 
for Kim to do in à more publick manner; by 
 viegeſſiighisleft good evafaſton, both to e 
d af his coming into-the e 
teſtimomy ts Nis moſt unBlameable life im it; befor 
theſs itiiquitortsfadges; and (Which was the neceſ. 
ſury don ſequende of that, without either violently 
overruhng therm, or mirutuloufy \ eſcaping from 
them) ſealing the ſame confelfion” with his blood. 
10 Conſiſtentiy with the fame plan, the perſons 
he: choſe for partners and companions in this 
work; were of the loweſt claſs, as well in ſtation, 
4s abitties; and who could only follow him at 
2 the loweſt views; and would at every 
term, be urging and impatient” to have theſe acs 
compliſhed ; nor were they to be let into his real 
am, but. by flow ſteps, and after a long Rries of 
line. Such perſons were In trany re- 
ſpedts moſtdiffieult"to be dealt-with; but no unfit 
Inftrunents-in that, for which they were then de- 
ned, Hamely, to teſtify) what they had ſo 
ken ſcer a ben Heard} in all accounts: * 
6e v0 fordHty* ſuch as could by tio 
de. eapable of themſelves they com! 
dee scheme ſo great as that of reforming 4 
aun; ;.of altering all its cuſtoms and D or 
| tert abt die Tealt kope ef accompliſhing e. 
Der va 
e and the conduct to attem nfs 
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© 5 find tend 8 n a e Le aal e 
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Areth laſtly; us he muſt ſuffer often to doubt, ant 
diſpute witlt him; — diſtruſt, deſert; 
and even deny him: to cohwince after- ages, OY 
they were ſuth as could net With the leaſt ew of 
reaſdn, be ſuſpe poſted” of W conberten 
all ckis 2 therſves; afterward 


5 ſuch ag ye fp 
curing =o hole courſes of K. 


; Wal ee them fro A 
to open their eyes, and enlarge 
ae. fo far,” that at leiigth they might 
MY e What "ws Pght, and teach 


to man; Sen 0. ET, 1 $6 Art 
— under the moſt di 0 0 8 


l 20 FE 18 e 1156156 eee 
1 . af Lfwob think drome 


Ages quam parum acuti eſſent apoſtolo nonn 
dat oper 8 tales a 2 Chriſto electos fuiſſe veriſimile ft; ne = = 


gere quis E quidve moliretur, 
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illlanity, P. 508, &e. Fol. 


215 ä 0 
ries; ak the utmoſt zeal and-q | 


their and in the. moſt endearing manner, 
. draw, and win them over to their true 
l and hap pineſs; and raiſe their minds 
o the — 3 of this world. Litth 
laren, yet à litrle while I am with you, but 
let. not: oils hearts bo. troubled; I go ro prepare 4 
lac for po. Te are not of the world, even os Tam 
var gf the world. In the. world ye ſhall have tribula: 
ton; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. 
But for, a complete ſpecimen of that inimitable 
tendengſi and intenſe devotion, which made ſo di- 
guiſhing a part of our bleſſed Saviour's charac: 
ber, and which contributed ſo greatly to the 
cemfort and ſupport of his diſciples under all 
their. trials; 1 refer to theſe admirable chapters of 
St. Jabm s goſpel, part of the thirteenth, and the 
four following; and appeal to the experience of 
even the coldeſt and moſt careleſs, reader, whether 
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he can help being, in „ 
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ee Particularly the laſt . N #} 
us of this. world, i in the Tame, CAL . for 
he left the glories of the other, and at 
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7 ——— to comfort Te eon h 1 1 7 
the faith, and give them full afſurance, that ks. 
we en poet” in heaven and earth. And. 
ere for fuch ground of Forp-. 

At to- them, Who? thought” they had 16ſt Him, 
—— ſake they had parted with all things 
; greater yet to 1 55 and rectify theit 
notion of, and expectations from him; 3 which. 
were ſtill fixed on preſent proſp ets of advance-- 
ment, notwithſtanding whatſoever he had taug ght. 
them to the contrary *;' nor could they help con- 
cluding, that he would at this time exttainly. £2 
wake uſe of all his power, in the entire deſtue- 

tion of his and their enemies; and the erecting 
of the ſo long looked-for kingdom, to which, 
every other 2 >dom of the earth ſhould bow, . 
But he ſoon ſhews them, how far this Was from 
deing any part of his 3 as deſcribed by. the 
pliets; how utterly inconfiſtent with hig 
9 8 in diſcharging it : that on 1 
very firſt entrance on it, he had rejected and de- 
i: Hed ihe offer of theſe k ting noms, an weir 810. 


1 7 . 

P! 0 1 | . 

N 5 3 75 bx." 8 
e 24 #7 82: '# 


22 _ ks 9 8 whole Sermon on 7 mount . 4 
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That it contains * 
were ys wantiny — neceſſary to the ſalvation: of 


1 —— to whom our Sa our at that rims addreſſed him 
ib. Vol, iv. S. 20. p. 301. 
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kh Sos had no > bother title, — of — they 
were not like to make any better uſe; by not only 
delivering them from their ſubjection to all other 


nations, but reducing every 


bring them bleſſings and deliveranc 
them. to a dominion. of quite another kinds to 


8 . with them into it; as their forefathers had 


* 


of it. That as theſe his followers had all alo 
Ev ample proofs of his divine legation to this 


| and deſign of his undertaking, ſo far a 


0 carry it on without: him, and enabled 


| ry; and that for the fature,: they:uaſt-think of 
renouncing all. 


their narrow national prejudices 
f a peculium fraught with all temporal privi- 


hk 8 Bes, and full of nothing but conqueſt, wealth, 


Foote bg me rig 8 Allied to 


every. nation into an ab- 
ſolute ſubjection to them; it he was... to 
a and raiſe | 


+5 £ * 


bleſs them by turning every one of them from 


their inquiries ; to deliver. them from their 


ſpiritual Chains of darkneſs, death, and miſery; 
and bring them to be. l5ght of, Ble, and happineſs 
in his heavenly kingdom; the way whereunto 


they were to be the means of. opening. to all the 


relt of the world, inviting mankind in general to 


een the. great inſtruments of leading men to the 
nowledge of that one true God, who is the giver 


. w. a4 


urpoſe, and were now to be let into the nature 


Bo! 
were able to bear a part in it themiclues; they 
ſhould ſhortly de inveſted with fufficient pow: 


141 
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to Hur capacities, and is on a level with our ten- 
reſt affections; diſcovers himſelf under the near 


of a friend, a father; diſplays : ſuch an 


— — - 4 = 
— — — 


— — & Arikecven the dull. and warns 
the coldeſt heart W-. 1. > 
The Lord, who knows: our frame, 958 1 that 

- we are not capable of beholding him in his full 
glory; and therefore kindly draws 2 veil over it, 
and fuits his: ſeveral diſpenſations to the ſubjefty 
of them. He ſends à meſſenger in our on ftate 
and ——— ; who being encompaſſed with 
our infirmities, experiencing ng our difficulties and 
— having a fellow. feeling of gur 
troubles; — ſhew how well qualified he was 
to bear with us, and help us to bear them; to- 
have compaſſion on the ignorant, and thoſe that 
were in error; pointing out to us the true way; 
and enabling us to walk therein: leading us 
gently: by the hand inviting nd encouraging 
us to come to God him. I 2m the wh, 
the truth, end the life; be that hath ſeen me, hath 
ſeem the Father.” All that my" Father hath is mine 
ee e e are one, a F and you are med 
1 Wan mt called you ſervants, Bur friends and bre=' 
tbren. 7 Huber himſelf loveth you; and if e l] 
Lum, as * loveth me, and I love him; ae will mani- 
fed our ſelves t you; W A 
our Ie with ee e nm hs 
Thus he, who was to hivown >ople 
Lord of Hofts, a mighty God and keen 
_ ö and w. > whole Ho was 
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18 1 RefleSiolis'om ONES 
under this proportionably more! indulgent diſpen- 
ſation, the God of all joy, and cunſolation; the Father 
F mercies ; whoſe den and heirs we are ſaid 
to be; whom we are taught to approach in a 
more liberal way, with a true fil aſſurance; 
whoſe darling attribute is goodneſs; and the firſt 
principle, and great commandment in bis 7, the 
end and the completion of it, „bbmme. 
Theſe 'amiable repreſentations, pied by 
long train*of. condeſcending meekneſs, and il- 
luſtrated in the moſt free, familiar manner; muſt 
above all things tend to ſtrengthen and invigo- 
rate our faith, enliven our hope, and draw our 
whole ſoul after him that ſo loved us, and lived 
amongſt us: ęſpecially that, which muſt ſeem to 
be the greateſt poſſible inſtance of affe . 
4 his voluntary laying down his life, to recon- 
cile us to him and our heavenly Father. This 
cannot but endear his character to all, who are 
capable of giving attention to it; and will, in a 
much more near and tender manner, unite him 
to us, and make the memory and contemplation 
af him inſinitely more affecting; than that of any 
other Being, however great, good, and glorious, 
vho has not undergone the like office, e apa | 
ed in ſuch lights to us. 


and judgment to the principal object of religious 

worſnip, and guard againſt every eee 

of our true relation thereto; we are oft remind- 

ed, who it was that originally provided this re- 

t — for us; who i g loved the world, as 
- 10 


And though, in order to dire our: n = 


will, I believe, find it ſo: which i is an 
mental proof of the e and beauty of * 
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to 2 lit only begotten Son, for our ſalvation; and 


are taught to refer all, ultimately, 0 the glory of 
God, the Father : yet in that other, no leſs eſſen- 


tial, (perhaps with the bulk of mankind, much 


ſuperior) part of our nature, by which religion 
and every thing elſe takes the ſtrongeſt hold of 


us, the paſſions ; we are neceſſarily touched in a 
much more ſenſible manner, with what is ſo very 


adequate and obvious to our preſent compre- 


henſions, and as it were analogous to what we 


feel among ourſelves; and may be ſatisfied, that 
the kind Author of our being will: make due 
allowances for this; ſo. far as it is neceſſary and 
unavoidable ; which is the caſe at preſent uni- 
verſally; and every one that reflects upon the 
general turn of his own mind in his devotion; 
experi- 


PRI in this reſpect. : 
And as this diſpenſation was well faite to —.— 


fiame of human nature, and an improvement on 


the foregoing one to the Fews ; ſo: was it no leſs 
fitly accommodated to the ſtate of the heathen 


world; and no leſs neceſſary in the circumſtances 


under which that thew was, and muſt have con- 


tinued. 


The San ral Wan of religious inſti⸗ 


tutes among the Gentiles, had nothing but ſome 


empty apparitions of their idle deities, or more 


uncertain tales, and blind reports to build upon; 
ſome of them ill deviſed by themſelves, others 


in great part copied from true Krit Hier. | 


R e or 


20 1 2 be en the 


or primitive tradition; but all ſo 8 


and blended with each kind . and folly, 


kind, and ſuit them to the Nveral 
of on ue ig as at 


ſeveral. taſtes and 


dered the whole little elſe than a compound af 


abſurdity and immorality; and made their very 


worſhip and devotion impious. Their doctrines 


and ſubſequent rites, muſt, by this means, be very 
complicated; and vary according to the various 


degrees of ſuperſtition and unpurity that reigned 


amongſt them: but yet were ſo far of the ſame 


ou _ complexion, that there could be no 
room for a competition with each other, 
in ae. either truth, or excellence; it would 
be hard to diſtmguiſh between the different forts 
of evidence and authority producible in differ- 
ent 
might be alledged to explain, n vindicate the 
other; ſince cuſtom: was the plea for 
both: ſince both were equally uncertain in their 

origin; and both alike unprꝑſtiubie as perlaining 10 


the cunſcience. So that when any ſpecies of ido- 


latry was once eſtabliſned in a 4 or nation, it 
muſt with the generality, be either a point of ne- 
ceſſity to abide by it, ſince they could find no 


better; or appear a matter of indifference, whether 


they ſhould exchange it for any other; or admit 


that other along with it, as occaſion ſerved: and 


this might well be A to tlie 15 


och * che cire 


P 


to comply with the general corruption of man- 


places for the one; or of the reaſons that 
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world, when Chriſt appeared; to put an end to 
all thoſe hing vanities, and turn men to rb boing 


an true God by introducing a ſyſtem of religion 
ſuitable. to ſuch a Being, and which n lead 
them to the love and likeneſs of him 
Farther; men had been ſo long uſed. 70 the 
notion of appearances and meſſages from Heaven, 
and theſe been made the ground of every article 
of faith, and mode of worſhip; that nothing but 
a real one, one of a ſuperior kind, and better cirs 
cumſtanced; could be conceived effettual to. 
ſilence every wild pretence of that fort ; and re. 
duce men to a right faith, and a ſuitable practice: 
nothing leſs would be able to lead ſueh to a firm 
belief in one true, ſpiritual, inviſible God; and 
induce them to woxſhip him in ſpirit and in trath;, 
and aſſure them of 5 finding acceſs to 955 
through one only all- ſufficient Med#ato: 
abſtract reaſoning would go but a little way with 
the vulgar, who are moſt ſuſceptible of pay | 
ſion; but yet require ſotachitig! ſtrong and viſi- 
ble to ſtrike them; nor would a'few- tranſient 
ſigns and. wonders ſerve to make any ſuch im. 
preſſion laſt. Of theſe they had too many report-, 
ed among them; and the more common ſuch re- 
ports grew, the leſs were they minded; not only 
on account of their ſuſpicious evidence; though. 
that was enough to diſcredit them; but chiefly. 
for want of connection with ſome regular courſe. 
of goodneſs, and a ſett of doctrines worthy of 
ſuch interpoſition from Heaven; and of their 
being 9 produced as vouchers for theſe 
8 | „ 


22 x Ro efections. on the. | 5 
8 1 applied . to confirm that 
interpoſition. 

This did Cbriſt. fully and frequently; in the 
plaineſt and moſt public manner: and hereby did 
his inſtitution outſhine, and extinguiſh every part 
of heatheniſm, as well in point of evidence af- 
Forded to it; as of inſtruction. conveyed by it. 
From whence might be drawn another proof, 
hoth of the uſefulneſs of ſuch a plan, and of. the 
great neceſſity that there was for it. 

But I proceed to ſome remarkable circum- | 
ee in our Saviour $ more payee, life, Wot man- 
e e, . 

As to the former, we cannot but Rn a 1225 
1 mixture of humility and greatneſs, dignity 
and. ſelf-abaſement, in his general demeanour ; 
both which were equally inſtructee in their 
turns. Sometimes we find him ſolemnly aſſerting 
is ſuperior nature; at other times the meekeſt 
and the loweſt of the ſons of men: ſometimes 
reminding his followers, that he could command 
legions; of angels, were it neceſſary; at others, 
appriſing them, that he ſhould be more deſtitute 
of common conveniences, than even the beaſts 
of the field, ot birds of the air; now telling 
them, that a greater than Solomon is amongſt 
hem; now, waſhing his diſciples feet. Con- 
ſtdious of his own power and juſt prerogative, yet 
al ſubmiſſion - to the powers in being; comply- 
v7 in g. With, their laws and inſtitutions, however 
baardous, or inconvenient to him; and paying 
hd demands to. Ts uttermoſt, though at the 
Sah 5 expence 
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:expence of a miracle. On ſome octaſions, pul 


hiſhing the character and office which he Bore; 


on others, carefully concealing them; in order to 
prevent the haſty miſconſtruction of his friends; 
to guard againſt the inveterate malice of his foes; 
and gain ſufficient time to fix a goed foundation 
for the faith of all. None more induſtrious and 
zealous in the cauſe of God; none more indiffer- 
ent and reſigned in his o.] ƷN‚: He patiently- en- 
dures the 1 and outrage to His perſoni aid 
the frequent inſults on his reputation; and in- 
tercedes for the forgiveneſs of his murderers: yet 
when his Father's honour is concerned; he vin 
dicates it inſtantly, and with uncommon Warth; 
he publickly chaſtiſes the prophaners of his tem- 
ple; and threatens the ſevereſt puniſhment to 
ſuch as would continue to blaſpheme the Power 
and Spirit by which he was acting. He is ready 
to receive publicans and harlots; diſtlains not to 
converſe with -heretics and ſchiſmatics; perſons 
moſt odious and of worſt repute; but whom he 
ſees to be truly penitent, and really deſirous ef 
inſtruction: while he rejects the formal, ſancti- 
monious hypocrite; and reprimands the ſelfeſuf- 
ficient Phariſer. He detects, and with authority 
rebükes; the flattery of the proud, defign ig que- 
riſt; but ſatisfies each ſcruple, ſolves each 
doubt, of the ſinrere and en ſeareher rafter | 


1 truth, even before they are üntimated to him. 


ed ; comforts the 
ports che ek 


8 


n C + the 


24 ; n on the 
the * an moſt deſpicable; »chat has the 
leaſt ſpark of goodneſs in him; but never grati- 
ies the vanity, or gives way to the petulancy of 
the greateſt... Vice from him meets with due diſ- 
couragement and juſt reproof in all men, even 
thoſe of the higheſt ſtation ; virtue with kind 
1— ang a ünnedem W in my 11 che 
4 Nor did. this: mixture! of 0 hs — | 
ſeemingly oppoſite qualities, which - conſtituted 
the foregoing contraſt, proceed from any variation 
in his temper; but wholly in that of thoſe 
whom he converſed. He ſteadily adheres to the 
ſame. principle, and conſtantly purſues one plain 
and uniform deſign, of doing all the ſervice poſſi- 
oble; on all oceaſions, to all forts of people: of doing 
it in the moſt agreeable manner too; whenever that 
Wl ybecomes:confiſtent with their real intereſt ſym- 
Spachizing with men in their ſeveral Rates: and 
= :gifſpobtians; ſuiting hienſelf to every one's cir- 
gumſtances, and capacity; applying to each part 
of the human conſtitution for acceſs; and watch - 
ing every motion of the heart to gain admittance ; 
being himſelf ever affable, and eaſy of acceſs to all 
that ſeriouſly applyed to him; accepting any in- 
Vitatzon, and admitting every well: meant inſtance 
ol -reſppHt : nay niaking a voluntary offer of his 
| - +&OM »60mpany," Whenever he knew it would be uſeful 
and acceptable: indulging the moſt ſecret with. of 
eſuch as would recrive an obligation from him; and 
If enhancing that by bis obliging readineſs to confer 
dt. He fubmitten to the loweſt offices for 
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and undiſguiſed; ſober and rational: his carriage 


himſelf drow thither(s); — 1 no — 
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fake of others, and was at every body's ſervice 
that deſired his aſſiſtance. He condeſcended to 
the meaneſt company, when he had a proſpect | 
of doing any good upon them; and was content 
to loſe the reputation of being a good man, that 
he might n e 


and goodneſs . hs 
His converſation was 0 and familiar 3 open, 


clear from all affected ſingularity; all rigid an 
unnatural ſeverity; and any of thoſe-auſtere, for- 


bidding airs, which uſed to be put on by others 


and were apt to procure them ſo — 
rence, upon the like occaſion. His very x 


2 


culous works, were no leſs evident ſigus of mer- 


cy. goodneſs, generoſity; than of power: and 
equally adapted to conyince men's unc ſtandings, 
and engage their affe ; as to remove their 


maladies, or to relieve their wants: his firſt pub- 


lic miracle being no more than a proper act of 


kindneſs, or humanity; in preventiig the bonfu- 
ſion of a poor relation, by a very Fate A ö 


ply of what was wanting in the e 


which want perhaps could not have other 
conveniently ſupplied; and was moſt: p 
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=* (0): Job it 15 2, be. Nowithſtanding alt Get evident marks 
of goodneſs in this miracle of our bleſſed Saviour} beſide many others. 
that might have been mentioned; (ſuch 23 his gleitung countetiande- 
do a dae celebration of that Inſtitution which ſoow afterwards 5 | 
jnzo ſo much diſrepate, A that liberat wie: of a e 
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bingo the highet and moſtundelerred 
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creatures oy Fg came to * - extravagauit "FR _ urin 5 
Remarks, Vol. II. ai 18. or Theol. 2 ol. III. No. 3.) phi it 


met-with no better ec hay. than an circumitance at 
2 either His divine chara 5. nn. Cs bar b has been at the 
55 pains to revive ſome of Woolflon's 3 on this 


„without either making any improvements on Tp 
the leaſt notice of the lar 3 — anſwers given n 1 as 


the common caſe with this kind of writers. He uh 

| "barſone/s, . and lambs 85 C Dr reply 5. 
ther; the inremperance, w en mu Mage 

3 od by this mir alous produfti apr re 755 rae 


ee which wiſe lat 80 — a 
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moſt undoubtedly a . — the — perſon; 724 xix. 
26. That the phraſe 2. NN al get, Was no more than a common 
"exprefiion of ſome gentle rebuke” for intermeddting i in another's Pro- | 


—_— 2 Sam. e Nix. 28. 3 iii. 13. 2 Cores. xxxv. 21. 
might be ex ceedingly proper. A T 1 at 22. s firſt 
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PM his conjmifſion ; in order to guard againſt 3 of 
| 1 | having concerted matters auith bim; (as the Andor 
5 "would infinuate, p- 186.) to prevent her interfering at all in it, or 
17 wo any influence or auth. ive Arediol, in the caſe of 
1 be miracles eſpecially; which was of public concern: and ſo 
.8 following words may be taken interrogatively, azw hx: oh js 3 
Bott Ts nor the time griin noweome? Towhich we may add, chat what- 
{i apparent Might or ſeverity Krug; in this or any other circum- 
* hi where ſhe - pra wok may have been ordered a 
: hy * 2 * 
1% count ga vel ge RPG v. g. oe of F Sk. r unk: 
[133] guard againſt chäſe many groſs abuſes of her name and intereſt, * 
Wh Very; grievous We that in after- times were ſet up in the 
ar h of Chrift, ſupported chiefly by that near relation which 
11K hoe to 1 to the fleſn. To the — ſe may 
Wil | a plied thoſe other ſeemingly diſpara gin N „ ich he Is 
* to give of ſuch relations, in compariſon on fe Who ftood 
4 in a much higher ſenſe, wiz. 4 CE one; Matt. 


Ai. 50. Mar. iii. 31-35- Lal. viii. 19-21. xi. 27, 28. ſee Clarke's 
:#vii Sermons, p. 236. [and on the ſame — might be founded 
that remarkable eſtrangement between John the Baptiſt and our 
2 Saviour, notwithſtanding their 8 ſo very near relations; 
yed by ee on Jab, i. 31. Fam. Ex; Vol. Ic p. 122. 
. Ad 9 Diſc. v. p. 194. 2 Ea. and Dr. Bells Enquiry- ! 
| ot As 10 his hour vet: being come, taken in another ſenſe, i. e. of doing 
$95 any. Wing ſar her benefit in particular; that may relate, to the. boar 
bis death ;-agreeably to the common nſe of this word in the Gef | 
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roars it ny erg the wound of _ 


Ri trad, Ny 444 RET 5 5 Es 435 * We. 5 1 9 | 2183 
el, com 5. Vii. 8 30. viii. 20. xii. 27. xiii. 1. xvii. 1. In like 

aste 3 very beginning of Crit miniſtry, the Devil is faid 
to. depart from him for 4. /ea/ex, Lat. iv; 13. though that was ſo late 
as till his laſt ſuffering, called their hour, i. e. that of his enemies 
und the power of dar . $511. 53.) for which, to prevent ali 
8 11 8, he thoug 18 prepare her at the very entrance Tay 
his offi ienifying th was to receive no kind of worldly 
vantage © 0 it till he let we world; and when that time cams, — 
en her according py, to his beloved diſciple ; w 

to his own Rome, and provided for her as if the were his 0 

So far was; Chrifs rep 1 from anyſof that fallacy and 4——.— 
every view, with th which this author has been pleaſed to char ts 
that even on this ĩimperfect view of the caſe, n be able N 
cern clear tukens of the ſame divine wiſdom and diũntereſted reſted good- 
| _ neſs here, which ſhines out in each of his other diſtourſes. 

1 4 0 is N more ground for that ſuggeſtion of bin 
| heving <rant Jn oo foee as to exhauft plenty of FATE 
ne nce from the known regulations at all marriage Kalle, 
was no danger of it; from the low circamſtances of . — 
tertaining here, no great room to apprehend that any extraordin 
Wt could'be 3 Wig. anke to ang — erate Ge no 
| the remainder 05 h he feaſt Ra; wkie NY vera Ta ſn ; _comimon- 
| I even: and wherein, if we will 2 that 8 
been all drunk up, which we have no occaſion to do; (fee Jenni 
Le. B. iii c. 2. p. 136.) as much might eaſily have been conſumed 

an extraordinary conflux of the people in a few days, as oY per. 


SS oh 


a 
temperance, du- 


N 2. 22 ae _ 8 
the re, As the Goſpel was firſt raters of wil i 0 
(to whom the promiſes were made) whether they — — ear, 
whether they Would forbear; and whole rehecti of it turned” tt 
ne? —_— fend Be bantht" of the of the 1 d Was th 
ublic occ vel made uſe of for th of i 

The firſt place, to N Renton And acquaintance; * ih Ron 
not before acquainted wich his divine ges, from any miracle es 
formed in private} [though-it 5 probable that ſdme of them were, 
his Ane in T W 8 ii. 3. had here a fair 
. opportunity o F fully canva 7 5 evi 7 Wo 5H | conſulting him upos 


it, duriog all the feſtival; eaſily have ſatisfied each other about 
the truth. of his pretenGoke, d entitled. ene to the We of 
being his firſt eilen; the hough, for no lefs wiſe and good reaſons, 
they were moſt of them lea to loſe [IF 11 ſuch opportunities of 
bdeing inſtructed by him, tu ſhut their eyes and w their hearts 
* the cleareſt r KWS err . e detome 
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of thoſe who-came Fiss v to take: away 
his life ; and thereby ſhewing, that with the ſame 
de could have delivered himſelf, or deſtroyed 
The like"might be obſerved in almoſt every 
other . caſe, where he exerted an extraordinary 
power; which he did, in a manner that more par- | 
geularly ſuited his own character +. | 
But what we are now. conifidering in e life 
of Chi. is its more ordinary aut and com- 
mon tenor; which we find chiefly converſant in 
feeial* Duties, as "theſe come due u moſt fre- 
. are of the greateſt and moſt general 
N 50 mankind; and ſetting us a pattern of 
rforming theſe, which was the' moſt inviting to 
15. the moſt, imitable. by. Us, and the leaſt capa- 
ble of being miſtaken,” or perverted :'a pattern, 
not only of 8 innocence, but uſe 1 7% 
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* bim 1 his w/e or Red 
h yer, inſtead of imparing 3 either, ſerved to illuſtrate 


t tte more, and render it more incontaſtable in all ages; by clear- 
1 3ng the whole ſcheme from all poſſible ſuſpicion of any family - con- 
4 KAR EAR 


A mon. ty 8 the ſame 
1 | wa — 
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. f their own national policy 2 or eee 12 e, for the 
1 F e intereſt je any p PR lace, or bob op boy 94 ' 
Na, every one of th. perons who either r im at firſt, 'or 
\'S 2 forſook him, without ever being able to diſcover the 8 


11 8 of ſuch a defign, affords a plain p 1 the Wen, 
5 | 12 might be made appear beyond all contradi 

. Machu had come out, with violence; to 1 Nin ans 
"4 erhaps' treated Him with ſome peculiar inſolence, ſo as to pro- 


1 voke Peter to cur off his ear. ! 439. He is ſu i argon 4 be 
one of thoſe ſervants who ſmote C5 2 the Face A. t xv. 65 " 
01 RB f power had n avour. . 
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ek . ſpiritual, as well 
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neee and ſituation; of join- 
ing ſometimes in ſuch relaxations both of mind 
and body, as would tend to the comfort and ; 
fupportof each; ſuch prudent, moderate enjoys 
ment of the good things.of this. ene | 
convert them both to the preſent, and the future 
benefit of all thoſe who partook of them: of under 
going all the toils and difficulties, labours and 
diſtreſſes, to which we are ſiibject; of hearing all 
the evils and afflictions, the croſſes and leeds 
ties of life; with ſo much patience, conſtar 
and perſeverance, as would prevent our ee 
under them ; and at I RR 2 nen [| 
af ion and eſteem for friends; of e. | 
neſs, and good-will toward enemies; don men 4 
and love for all good offices; of meekneſs and a4 
moſt forgiving —__ under any ill uſage; :of 
ſtrit obedience to ſuperiors; either in church or 
ſtate, fo far as is conſiſtent with 1 
_. IN 095 ; den and . 
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reat hypoc ainy of the Jui r 
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tween their authority or commiſhon, and the exerciſe thereof; berween 
75 rn teaching, and their p races, a * 
i > Seri N 4 15 es /it in Moles's /eat.; all therefore au bewer | 
they bid you objirve e and de; but 72 mea tn n 4 
Der they Jas and do not, Mate. XXill;z bY % aldit 'Chriltus, e 
putaretur aut adverſarius eſſe M, aut coryim odio, att cup? ditar 
fa, ipſos in ſequentibus reprehengere. Et quoniim' defedtu 
is, non py _— provider; ut, — arum ratione 
, muneri, ar 'profeioni i dignitas integ 4 
|  maneat. L. Brugenf. i in loc. Comp. H#olzogen, p. 37209. ky ig 
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degree; of juſtice, fidelity, 


* any man; in whoſe mouth was no guile; 
went about doing good, not only by his preaching 


8 


— ——ßßßßßß]]§ô“ 11 
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30 1.3 \RoflecSions on the 
to een, in whatſoever. reſpedt, or — 


rity to all. In ſhort; his whole life was 'a Lr 
of. true practical philoſophy, and each part of it 

inted out ſome virtue proper for our imitation *. 
For this indeed we have the teſtimony of unbe- 


levers themſelves. In Chriſt (confeſſes one 


of them) we have an example of a quiet and peace- 
able ſpirit, of a becoming modeſty and ſobriety: 


juſt and honeſt,” upright and ſincere; and above 
* ally of a moſt gracious and benevolent temper and 


behaviour. One who did no wrong, no injury to 
who 


and miniſtry; but alſo in curing all manner of 
diſeaſes among the people. His life was a beau- 
tiful picture of human nature, when in its native 


purity and ſimplicity; and ſhewed at once what 


excellent creatures men would be, when under the 


nifluence and 3 on _ n e he preached . 
unto them. +. A aan? 


Which brings me in ——— next place, to his 
Manner 6.4 Gr and this was likewiſe the 


Aion; de een tht is Þ af 
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ene yiour's ite ory from conkting er t e d 
Ktion , to N as as ſuch ; or from diſcovering that enVIOus, | 

us diſpoſition,” which ſome perſons Rave, had either the | 
edneſs to ſuggeſt, _ | 


-* See ſome of the 2 theſe = rnb 2 
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mon occurrences,” and — mn og 
time of the day; the ſeaſon of the year; * 1 
* on the Jewiſh ſynagogue (v0 or their Fo Jer bh ; 


. fi Ln er af ERIAtT Te * N d 
722 "FH 1 th $243 1 55 7 2 | 13 4* 5 1 7 7 3 9240 * bf : 
(% Thus, he alludes] Ae pad the mom of „ there 
af x. 15 404 i ed aure clog 3 octor, qui au tori- | 


id trad go nn t non quidem clara . 
— rem — 09 | ca, in aurem interpretis 
—— ui deinde id e. n vernaculo, enuntiabat Po- : 


« 18 in loc. et in Maut. iv 
Where —_— — == ane part 9 of th verſe, ; 
7 proclaiming oz the boufe top.  Lightf.'Vol p. 180. 780. Some. 
time to the Ion * erein: Lake iv. 17. Vulgo 5. 
pretes cafu traditum Domino librum Jae; five potias divina pro- 
_ videntia procurante ut ille traderetur, ubi elariſſime de Chriſto pro- 
2 5 erat. Verum magis eluxit divina Trovidentia f hoc 0 
to legeretur pars illa Jie, in qua invenit ubiĩ ſe —— 5 erat, BE 
Spiritus Domini ſuper me : Sic incipit cap. Ixi. Jaaia, g 
Sabbato imo aut 2do: Menſis Tiſri, ut videre eſt in 8 
dzorum. [ Comp. Ligbif: in loc. or Wait's Goſp. Hift. — it . 5225 
Hoe autem anno vitæ ejus circa am hererfius, -zre 
'31mo, duo illa Sabita, in quibus Iſaias eee ace ben 
1 mum in vam diem Septembris, — in TS mam. Congrait 
illud tempus parabolis ſementis, quas mods propoſuerat N e 
ab ipfis rebus præſentibus, ut ſapientiam ejus decebat. Etenim 
menſe Tiſri ſemen terre) mandabatur; ut videre eſt in illis verbis 
paraphraſeos Chaldaicæ in Eccleſiaſtem xi. 2. Da. portianem bona; 
minis agro tuo in Jiſti, et ne cobibearis a Jeminando etiam in Chile. 
Harm. p. 258. To which may be added Jam x. 1, &c. as below, 
and Johr vii. 37, 38. Lamy purſues the circumſtances of Chriſt's al- 
 luding to the Fram bn for the day fo far, as by it to adjuſt the tim and 
— of ſeveral paſſages in the Goſpels, v. g. Luke x. 25-37. Idcirco 
autem hanc para bolam Samaritani refero ad tempus quod ee 
ſubſecutum eſt; * — hanc parabolam videtur. Dominus 
in ſynagoga; occalione ſcripturz quæ tunc ibi legeretur. Ma: 
Ecce quidam r-peritus furrexit tentans eum, indicat ſediſſe dung d. 
itum, et de more propoſuiſſe quæſtionem Domino; quam le 
olverit, convertens 22 et oculos legis periti ad . 
ram modo lectam; quod indicat illud, Qomodo legis, &c. Loe 
autem Scripturz, ut puto, erat verſus 5; tus cap. Gti Deal. c Te . 
legebatur Aae Sabbato menſis Ab, uno aut altere went Pen- 
tecoſtem. Id. p. 219. — 
The ſame author obſerves, that the erdes of tinte bew _ 
neglected, both by 8. Mark and S. Zuke; their nariatives are to be 
regulated as well by the foregoing obſervations,” as by compatin 
them with 8. Mart. Who "ow. an ah des ear}, of es a no 
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| able places, or tranſactions; and the likbkeQ 
Thus, en nen blind man, bee him- 
Phariſees of * ſpiritual AY and inexcuſ- 
able BAT: —— to be cured and en- 
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humility of that ſtate, as very proper qualities 
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far all thoſe. who would become true members of 
his church; and under the ſame figure, intimates 
the privileges that belong to all ſuch T. On being 
told, that his mother and brethren came to ſeek 
him; he declares to all thoſe among his diſci- 
ples, who were deſirous N — wn 
to follow his inſtruc 

Iy dear to him; nd: ſhould be equal 

by. bim, as his very neareſt friends A hs 
(4+ tions . Beholding the flowers of the field, and 
4 the, fowls. of — he teaches his diſciples to 
frame right and worthy notions of that provi- 
dence which ſupports them, and therefore wil 
EIS Ms. ch As Beets rior to 
PPTP 
een ! | 5 5 rr e 


[127 erefor NIE Com! : News. watt 2 wa 
1 ley, Obſerv, bY: "Heh Y . 5 ne 
147 another remar — * — to deſerve. couſideratic 
pop e conſequence to the ſertlin a true harmony 7 the Soi 
pels, : vix. that 7obn the Baptist ſuffere Oo impriſonments, one from 
the Canbedrim [ Mat. iv. 12, — xvii. 12, ] before that other from He- 


| 4 vid. Harm. p.. 10 
De dnobus Vinculis 1 wm - 
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1 Nen x. 14. 18. Mare. Xvill. 4, 8.6. 10. ee 
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Life and Burde of CHRIS 7. WW 
them®, : Obſerving the fruits of the” earth, he! 
inſtructs them to judge of men by their fruits) 
and not to be themſelves unfruitful under all the 
means of grace . Taking notice of their beha® 
viour at a feaſt, he firſt gives general advice 
therein to both the maſter Ta his gueſts; to 
the one that he ſhould direct his munificenee to 
ſuch. as moſt wanted it t, to the other that they! - 
beware of that affectation of place and diſtinctions 
which was ſo troubleſome to the reſt, and genen 
rally ended in their own mortiſication; and after 
wards brings them to the conſideratiun of a better 

tertainment, to which they were all iftwiteck? 
but of which few among them would be perfuadett 
to render themſelves worthy l. From meat and 
drink, he leads them to the „ 
and drinking his blood; in 4 ſpirftadt ſenſe; the 
being nouriſhed with hig doctrine, and partakäng 
r int Prom outward 8. fins; ts | 
* Mat, l 26, 28. WEE Fr Eu 4 1 
| + Matt: vii: 16. „ Te” 


t This is all that Chrif can ae rb 
12, 13. when in his way of inſtructing occ onally, and 
inſtance tlien before him, he exhorts his followery w 


fraft to call the pour, the maimed, Kc. V. Gan 2 
with Le Clirc, Whitby, 'Grot\ in loc; FOOTY cnt Hog: | p; ell 
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vii. 27. in which he calls 
on. ny ts, but to che co —_ 
perk s as he ſpoke it, at thoſe E ko ſat at th 
ecret 
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7 ke reproving the inſolence of en l = ard 
thoug ts. TION Harm. 313 and Lighefioe <2 1 0, * | 


2 „* 15 
: - FOR of, the heart, and cleanſing the affecti- 
ons*, From taſting of the fruit ik after 
the-paſchal ſupper ; to the celebration of an eter- 
nal feſtival; of, freedom, reft, and happineſs. in 
another world t. From the ſalt, he takes occaſion 
do acquaint them with the nature of their office, 
= which was to ſeaſon the minds of men, and keep 
= them from the. contagion of this world; as well 
26 give. them a true taſte and reliſh for the enjoy- 
ments of that kingdom; and at the ſame time 
reminds them of the abſolute neceſſity for their 
duly executing this their office; otherwiſe, inſtead 
of being the beſt, the pureſt, and moſt uſeſul; 
they would become the moſt worthleſs, and incu- 
rale, and contemptible among mankind +. Thoſe 
that were fiſhers, he teaches, how to cateh men]: 
and ſhews them how much this would reſemble 
their former ment, in taking of all kinds, 
| bath, bad and g0⁰ god Which were at firſt inſepara- 
but would at length be carefully diſtinguiſh- 
50! om each . Sein ng. the n bee 
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be iſtas docet diſcipnulos ſo non amplius celehratu- 
cum is . alben liberationem, ur Bed illam qui. er qmni- 
benz deen e e e it cœleſtem illam hila- 
eee wine, n dia hujus dect cit njoncls, 8 

> vinom *bibl 114 2 0 70 I 
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he exhorts his diſciples to lay out their ſeveral 
. talents to the beſt advantage“. Being among tlie 
meepfolds, he proves himſelf to be the true ſhep= 
herd of ſouls, deſcribing the particulars in which 
his character exactly nbered that of a ge 
ſhepherd, even ſo far as to the giving, of laying 
down bis life for the fret, 1 i. e. expoſing hittfel 
to certain death in the protection and defence of 
His "flock from beaſts of prey. Among Vine 
he diſcourſes on the ſpiritual huſbandman and 
vine -dteſſer; and draws a parallel between his 
| vitieyard, and the natural one f. At tlie Sth 
ning, he ſays, I am tbe Abs of 1 worth; "he 'that 
2 me, ſhall nur walk in darkneſs, but have'the 
Mgbt of ie. q. d. The Sun ariſes to ſet again in 
a few 5 and may fail many of you cer you 
have fiiiſhed/your journey: but Ha 6 one that res 
ceives and We himſelf by my doctrine, ha 
have a conſtant and continual guide, ſufficient to 
direct him to eternal Hfe . Upon the appeararice 
of ſummer in the trees before him, he points out 
as evident ſigns of his approaching kingdom 5. At 
1 he * ſeafort of fruits, le 12025 the Jus in nn 
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KNeflections n the. 
that the time was come when ſome would be ex- 
from them, in return for all the labour that 


had been beſtowed upon them; and intimates the 


judgement, that would ſhortly overtake all ſuch 
among them as were found unprofitable*. When 
the. harveſt comes -on, he reminds them of the 
ſpiritual harveſt, or the gathering of his church 
ER" men; admoniſhes them to labour dili- 
tly in that work, and add their prayers to 
aven for ſucceſs +. From their ſlaves having 


been lately made free by. reaſon of the ſabb: 


he takes occaſion to proclaim a greater and 
of fin, and 
bondage of corruption 1. And from the Jewiſb 
ceremony of fetching water on the laſt day of the 
feaſt. of tabernacles, in commemoration, of the 
miracle wrought for their fathers in the thirſty 
wilderneſs ; he introduces an offer of that true 
Bving water, which ſhould be unto them a well 


' ſpringing up unto. everlaſting life; the goſpel of 


immortal happineſs and ſalvation; and the plen- 
tiful effuſion of the Holy Spirit, which they that 


ö baer on him were to ej. een 


755 A . Lake xiii 6. 


Tall x. z. A like com ifon 8 
of a Ep harveſt | <, and. ſome 2 +5 in 2 one, 
occurs 0b. iv. Our eyes, an on t s for t | 

bene bo 46; Li 4 227 he hat reapeth, receiveth _ 22 | 


et and 15 2 N in which Words Jeſus 3 to the 

— 47'S, Samaritans coming to him, and who now began ae 

ug. points towards them, and calls upon the A . t 

reeable fight, and conſider his t hat veſt. | 
in dune 


A722 Chriſt, p. 123, 386. Comp. Clar A 
Fae 5 , Comp Waiter 6 pi 


{ John vid. 38 V. Newton 3 149. 


11. 
WE fobn vii. 37, bee. Comp, Pon iv." 10. * the ſame image is 


1 Cleric. id.” 3 1. . 
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chat certain Jews were maſſacred by the Roman 
governor in the midſt of their devotions; and 
that others had lately met with a no leſs untimely 
death by the fall of a tower in Jeruſalem; he 
guards his audience againſt the common vices of 
pride and cenſoriouſneſs, in judging ſuch as theſe 
to be the greateſt ' ſinners, becauſe they were the 
moſt eminent ſufferers ; and exhorts them all to 
repent of their own crimes, before the divine judg- 
ments overtook them; which would ſhortly fall 
upon that People, and be the more diſtinguiſhable, 
as coming attended with the very ſame circum- 
ſtances . From the emple before him, he 
| u to ee 1 his body; 3 vieh was = 
wiſe be copidered: as à more particular alluſion to a oz ——_ 

In Sabbato circa hunc noviſſimum diem taberna 
currenti legebatur lv. 7/aiz; quod animadverſione dignum ve. die 


25 Ham. p. 324. In 905 vi. 36. The firit of te paiſages 
E 


form incipit illud caput, Quins fitientes wenite ad aquas, &c. et in eo 
mus; querite Dominum dum inveniri poteſt; in e Dominus mate- - 
— diſſerendi ſumſit; quod veriſimile eſt 1 in templo 


et in ſyna bie, ubi per ſingula Sabbata lege tur ſacri codices ex 
ordine. = p. 325. 
Fees , remarkable expreſſion in adminiſtering the ſacrament of che lan | 


T his is DS [ Mate. xxvi. 26.] is no leſs evidently allafive 


e Pa ebe Lamb, termed the Lord's Paſſover, [Ex. xii. 11: ] or the 
_ 0 ** Paſſever, according to the Jewiſh form of celebrating this 
Maimon. Cham. Umatſah. c. 8. ſect. i. et vii. ] as likewiſe the 
words, This is my Blood of the new Covenant, ib. 28. or The new' Cove= 
nant in my Blood, [Luke xxii. 20.] are a manifeſt ap lieation of the 
very . Sund 2 of in the ag iy oy 0 Semen: gy —— 
xxiv. em ix. 23. t in rmer inſtance, 
accommodated. hari to each minute circumſtance of the = 
: onal, az in faking up the bread with OY N ese B Ks 
bating it, &c. js ſhewn._ by Ugolinzs, Diſſert. de Kr Oops 
Antig. Paſ - Myftrat, Thef. Apt.-Sacr. Val d 
. avenue i, thus, in this manner, ye 
nab Dear: e en loe. 1 T9 pan | 
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. bebe theſe woods, 2 TID bee, xvi. 1 


4 , 
et 1 Wet, lin EN 


8 bee the. \ 
W properly ſo called from the divinity reſiding in 
him “. From Hered's late raſhneſs in having led 
his army out to meet the king of Arabia, who 
Same againit him with ſuperior forces, and de- 
feated him+; a leſſon is laid down to all who en 
tered on the Chriſtian warfare, that they ſhould 
firſt well weigh, and carefully compute the difſi- 
gulties that attended it, before they were engaged in 
a matter of ſuch conſequence t. From the robbe- 
nes which were more particularly frequent in that 
agel and place 5, he farms a beautiful tory of a 
certain traveller, who fell among thieves, was 
ſtripped, and wounded, and could ould End relief from 
of his own. country or perſuaſſon; but met 
with it.in one of thoſe, from whom he had the 
leaſt reaſon to expect any, as being ſo much uſed 
to deſpiſe and hate that people, and their way of 
weckt : * From whence he faxces his opa. 
aeg robably did to his Son-when he fad. ate fo 


he evil, &c. 6. 
| erm. 32. and Not „ OY : * . 


bays, - pant 25 1 80 Thus alſa when he Gays, * my. PK! houſe are 
| e ſome think he alludes to the various 3 partments in 
tt Tem Bez he, 


; and the vaſt number of perſons lodged 
5 + See Ant. Jo ib, xix. c. 7. . V. dee 199: 
anc Comp * © Pifl. p. 312. | | 
I Toke xivz 31. 5 * 


IIS: 8 6. 14. B. J. c. 8 


e and murders were 8 on £2. = 1 

rich y through g kind of wildernefs between 6, Poa - 

| Je tplls'ys, it was called the Hoa! U 5 
x. 30. Camp. Poſe Synopf. or Lighgpbor. | 
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nent to ap this amiable inſtance of humans 


, even in the odious character of a Sumaritan} ; 
ata thereby ſnews him inconteſtably, that the 
like good office would no leſs become a Few in 
the like cireumſtances . And from what hap- 
pened about that time, namely, that thoſe, W 
obtained the kingdom of Judas, went to Rome te 
be confirmed in it; and on their return, called 
ſuch to account as had been wanting in theit 
duty, and took ample vengeance on thoſe who 2:4 
rebelled againſt them, (which was the caſe par- 
ticularly under Arcbelaus, a few yeits before our 
Lord delivered that parable; he gives his fol. 
lowers to underſtand, that after he had aſcended , 
into heaven, and taken full poſſeſſion of his cpi 5 
ritual kingdom; he would come again in po- ¾W e 
and great glory, and not only puniſh that 
bellious nation of the Jews, with cxemptay 
judgments; but at length condemn all thoſe. 
who wilfully oppoſed his goſpel ; as well as thoſe 


a with theſs CORE was on 50 Saviouf's 7 


„ Lake x, o, &c. vid. Cleric ib, Y, 6, Concern ing the = 2] 
e of Lev. xix. 33. aut ori ed 


| and chr Lord's addreb in avoiding the impu 
ſing their eſtabliſhed doctrine on that head; 912 ou Com. Em in . | 


who continued to negle& and diſregard it}: -Of _ 


Fag. r a. morte-liberare,/ fi de eres 


ielitentur, &c, (comp. Lighef, in Lute x. ag.) T iam de- 
W — j HT a fer ah . 


en e. Vanden — 
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general Mn that whenever men oropoſed 1 to 
him any curious queſtion, or related to him any 
particular fact or event, in expectation of hearing 
his obſervations upon it; he conſtantly turned the 
| "matter before him into an occaſion of giving ſome 
ical inſtructions to the perſons themſelves 
th whom he was converſing*. But I proceed 
with the general detail of his alluſions to things 
Preſent, which is laid down by an excellent Au- 
chor, and which though it may look like repeating 
ſome of the articles above, yet I truſt the inſertion 
of it here will be excuſed on account of the 
8 nt applications made, and the variety of 
1 2 pointed out. In the Spring, our Saviour 


EA went into the fields, and fat down on a mountain, 
and made that diſcourſe which is recorded in St. 


Matthew, and which is full of obſervations ariſing 
from the things which offered themſelves. to his 
- fight. For when he exhorted his diſciples to truſt 
in God, he bade them bebold the fowls of the air, 
which were then flying about them, and were fed 
by Divine Providence, though they did not ſow 
nor reap, nor gather into barns : he bade them take 
notice of the lilies of the field, which were then 
blown, and were ſo beautifully clothed by the 
fame power, and yet toiled not like the huſband- 

men, who were then at work. Being in a place 
whence they had a wide proſpect of a'cultivated 
land, he bade them obſerve how God cauſed the 
Hun to ſhine, and the rain to deſoend upon the 


c 0 2 guete: Serm. Lua 4 3 when fred une of 


i 


grateful : and he continued to conyey his docrine 
to them under rural images; lpaghing, of good 


trees, and corrupt trees; of wolves. in ſheep's 
clothing; of grapes not growing upon thorns, 


nor figs on thiſtles; of the folly of caſt ng: pre- 


cious things to dogs and ſwine; — 


preſſed. down, and ſhaken together, and running 
over. Speaking at the ſame time to people, many 
of whom were fiſnermen, and lived much 8 
fiſh, he ſays, bat man of you will give his fon" 
ſerpent, if be aſe a fiſh? Therefore when he faid;iin 
the ſame diſcourſe, to his diſciples, V are-the-light- 
of the world; & city that is ſet on a hill cannut be bid: 
it is probable, that he painted, to a city within 
their view, ſituated upon the brow. of a hill. And 


3 when hecalledthem theyfalgfulnogly he alluded 


perhaps: to. the huſbandmen who were. manuring 


the ground: and when he compared every perſon 
who obſerved his precepts, to a man who built 
ahouſe upon a rock, which ſtood firm; and every 

one who Nighted his word, to a man who built a 
houſe upon the ſand, which was thrown down by 
the winds and floods: when he uſed this compa: 
riſon, tis not improbable that he had before his 

eyes, houſes ſtanding upon high — 
houſes in the valley, in a ruinous conditi 
had been deſtroyed hy inundations. Jurtiss 

| courſes, P- 213, Kc. 2d Ed. Comp. — m—_ 
Going from Bethany to Jeruſalem with his diſ- 
| a as they paſſed oyer a mountain, he ſaid, 1 
| dea to this: mein, e and be 
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ſields and gardens, even of the wicked and un- 


e = Þ 


— — — . — — —ͤ (tO. col ———— 2 — £ TS 


4 . . Reflettions on the” 
— it fall be dons Matt. xxl. 21. 
When he ſays, Lade xxii. 25. The kings of the 
Gentiles exerciſe” Loraſbip over them, and they that 
exerciſe authority upon them. are called Tees; en 
thoſe times, e ed the title of dere 
much better than of benefactors, (vid. Cleric. in 
loc.) Vhen the woman of Samaria, Jolm iv. won- 
——— or water which flows dem a 
_ ſpring. + When he was by the 'ſea-ſhore, Matt. 
xi. he ſpake three parables to the people, con- 
cerning a ſower; becauſe: it was then probably 
ſeed · time, as others have obſerved. At the time 
of the paſſover, alluding to it; he ſays, Job v. 24. 
He that lraretb my word, fra C Muir, is paſſed from 
death unto life, (Grot.) When he ſpeaks of the fig. 
tree which had borne no fruit for three years, and 
was to be cut down if it ced none the next 
yours” — to the time that he had 
Preachin — as 40 their 
obftinacy; and to the puniſhment which would 
. erer ib. in not. : 2 216, 
' |Many-more'inſtances might be given, wid: 
Chrif has formed his ts and exhortations 
r 
plying aptly to his preſent 
and where this docs pot ſo immediately appear, 
we have teaſon to believe it chiefly owing to the 
* of _ : ances in che n 


6 — of QERIST. P*Y 
as is obſerved by a very eminent writer (x) Tt may 


be farther obſerved, that Chriſ is no leſs eaſy and 
intelligible ta his auditors by alluding in a familiar 
way to all their cuſ 


and curfings. on two mountains, the publiſhing 


whereof was enjoyned to the Iſraelites upon their 


entrance into the Holy Land . The ſame me- 
thod he continues to the laſt, when on the eros: 


he begins to repeat, or as it were, gives out; the 


22d Pſalm, which fo very clearly (deſcribes th 
fufferings and death of the Meſſiah 31 whichpro- 
phecy he was at that very time fulfilling, and 
thereby aſcertaining and nem thas: cha- 
ö racter to himſelf - r. T5, 0 N 

Hence laſtly, we may analy ou neceſſary'# 
carefulattention to the particular occaſion, time 
and 1 as well as _ ore poſture, ge- 


* 


ohn vi. 50. Bp. L. pe 
8 4b; yiti.) Mare: v. Laa, v. 
of.  Glemnity bas: n 
writers 8 3,4. Op. T. u. 8 oP 

1 Marr, xvii. 46. Mark xv. 3 
fometimes ref e 


words of it, 
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oms, Proverbs, maxims, &. 
ſpeaking always. preciſely in the character of 2 
derſtood beſt, and had been moſt uſed to; What 
ſacred books. Thus he takes the very form of 
his farſt Sermon on the Mount, from thoſe M 


4 | 
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44 8 — en the 
ſture, &c. in which our e ake, ö 
in order fully to comprehend the propriety, the 

force and beauty of his Diſcourſes; which ſhould 
remind us of the allowances that ought in juſtice 
to be made for the ſeeming uncouthneſs of ſome 
things in them at this day, and make us ſenſible 
of the value of thoſe Authors who throw ſo much 
light on feveral paſſages of Me nan by: dlc. 
Waring to ſupply them. . 
And thus did Chrift im prove every circum- 

flance into an uſeful moral; made every object 
and event ſerve for a conſtant monitor, and a 
2 remembrance? * his nnen which by theſe 
1 y apprehended and re- 

uld | be in any artificial rr 


IK it is obſervabl , that he delivered many 
——— or parable; a moſt en- 

gaging, and a moſt — wn method of inſtruc- 
tion; gradually informing thoſe who in reality 
were diſpoſed for information, and not too vio- 
e eee RE eee 1 

SH: en of 


e e eee iis not. + to Ci rations, 2. 1. 
Ed. = —1 Add C Serm. on Mart. xi. 5. & cotch Preacher, V. I. 
P- 2 I, | 

See. Le Cet, Harm. p. 185: The fame thing is elegantly de- 
. and well ap n of 125 e Bok. 


catitn, p. 364, Ke. The like wh be obſerved o F the many figardtive 
— Shieh our Seviver olds 5 upon ſome occaſions. cle, 


upon ob. IV, | 
2M D 
choſe to expreſs himſelf in the very words of ſome ancient prophet, 
more a in matters that were. lilæe to give offence. And to 
re that he never ſpoke in Pata- 
er d J had had maniſtſted ſuch a wicked and perverſe 
72 a5 al Arik his miracles. to'a confederacy with Beekeebub. 
1 Chriſt, c. 7. 1.1, 2. An anſwer to the pretended 
a of them — * 266, &c. 95 . 


of teaching is of all others moſt apt to raiſe, a L 
to keep up the attention, and ſet each. faculty, of, 


the mind on work: it gains the eaſieſt admiſſion 
into both head and heart; it ſtrikes the deepeſt; 


ſticks the longeſt; gives moſt delight, by leayng 
ſomething for the hearers themſelves. to diſcover ; 
and diſobliges leaſt, by putting them upon mak: 
ing their own application. On theſe accounts it 


has been admired in all ages, and nations, from 
the beginning of the world ; and was particular- 


ly celebrated in the eaſt (v): It was the cuſtom of, 


the wiſe men among the ancients, to cloath. their 
inſtructions in apt ſtaries and ſuitable. c ; 


ſons: ſuch is the par ble of Jorbam, and that very, : 


apt one of Nathan to David: this they did, at ons 
to pleaſe, and to inſtruct; to excite men's. attens 
tion by gratifying their curic 
their memory by entertaining their fancy. 
Saviour took this method to rec his 
weighty inſtructions, and make them fink, d eper. 
into the minds of his auditors... The fame. metn« 

was likewiſe very proper for another purpoſe, ui 


to deliver the myſteries of the goſpel with — 2 
degree of obſcurity and reſerve; which he did; 
both to excite men's induſtry in ſearching further 


into the deep things of God, and withal to puniſh 


the ſloth and negligence of thoſe, who grudge 


taking any pains to learn God's will, and th 


own duty. This reaſon, you may find, our Saviour 
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46 | Reſt a the 
þ TOM Mate, xiii. re, &e 5. "Among g many 
other excellent uſes to which Chriſt applied this 
method; in a manner the moſt delicate and ma- 
ery, it was peculiarly fitted to infinuate fuch 
Points, as more immediately oppoſed the preju- 
dives, or the inclinations, of all thoſe to whom 
Chriſt preached ;/and which, though neceſſary for 
them to be appriſed of, fo far as might help 
afterwards to reconcile their thoughts to theſe 
things, when they were able to recollect that they 
kad been intended, and foretold from the begin- 
"= yet were not at that time to be laid down 
in a more open, direct marmer: ſuch as related 
chief to the external circumſtances of his perſon 
nd doc —— For roomy 1 2 2 


8 nd obvious | ſuch as the weakeſt and 
2 (unleſs affectedly ſo) could not 
miftake; and propoſed in that plain, popular way 
to which they were moſt accuſtomed, and in which 
- they would be moſt likely' to apprehend him: 
The Faftern writings are well known to abound 
in general, with brief maxims; parabolie or pro- 
verbial expreſſions; and extremely popular forms 
ek ſpeech t: In which ſuch'a' low, dry, minute, 
N _ of e n N ſuch 4 dull, 7 
„„ f $ | 7 


bn. 8 As 8 eee e &e. 1 b 
7 ien. 248-253. Lightfoe in Mur. xii. 3. or e e. * 57 


Vid. Jaquelors p. 319. cc. 
I Vid. Aſſize Serm. at Carlifle, on Marr. v. 40. 
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tedious detail of circumftances und retraining 
clauſes, as is in uſe with us, would have been 
| little reliſhed or regarded; and which ſtyle of 
theirs mught be: eaſily juſtified in point of 

PN and perfpicuity ; fince to one We It 
era well acquainted with it, the main 
drift hes commonly very obvious under alt theſe. - 
_ ſtrong and fignificant, however highly figurative, I 
and bold expreſſions. Nor nne = 
difficulty in ſupplying all the proper qualifica | 
which of courſe ariſe in every ſubject; and wilt 
have ar allowance made for them, fo long: as 
either common ſenſe, or common equity and 
candour is admitted; ſince in ſuch writings there 
is - e- n. tothe 

dice or excluſion of it; as is perhaps 0 
much the caſe in moſt o our modern lo farms; 
where a long train of 2 
to cloud and ſtiſle, rathe 
the ſenſe; and which, hy ſhewing that ſo great a 

weight is laid upon the terms, inſtead of avoiding 
- uſually tend to make'a multitude of difficulties. 
And it is worth remarking, that wherever-Chrift's 
words ſeem capable of different ſenſes, we may 
with certainty conclude, that to he the true one 
which lay moſt level to the comprehenſion of 
His auditors; allowing for thoſe figurative e = 
preſſions, which were ſo very frequent and fami- 
Har with them; and which 2 no ex- 
ceptions to this general rule, this neceſſary canon 
interpretation, which of all ot wo 1, think, 

wants moſt to be recommended. i 
| he 
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The bulk "mY his doftrine- was 0 a- practical 
nature, always pertinent to the caſe in hand, 
and of an immediate and apparent tendency to 
the moſt beneficial purpoſes: and he is fo far 
from ſeeking reputation by an artful and elabo- 
e manner explaining 1 it; that he ſeems barely 

p each point, together with its proper 
— and leaves it to ſhine forth by its own 
light. Tis neither verſed in any nice, ſubtle 
ſpeculations, nor involved in pompous paradoxes, 
nor adorned. with flowers of rhetoric. We find 
it free from all oſtentatious and unnatural flights, 
| as well as from that load of ſuperſtitious: rites, 
3 ceretnonies, which encumbered every 
other ſyſtem : conſiſting. of Wal and ſubſtantial 
duties ; containing general, ie comprehenſive- rules 
to try them by; and grounded on ſuch! never- 
failing principles of action, as muſt quickly en- 
able his diſciples to determine for themſelves, and 
judge aright in each particular caſe: as for inſtance, 
in that of the Sabbath; which, like all other ſolemni- 
ties, was inſtituted for the ſake of man; and there- 
fore ſhould be made ſubſervient to his good *; and 
in that. to che glory of bis Maker, which are in- 
arable from each other. In meats and drinks, 
and every thing, by conſequence, of the ſame 
kind · ; which, as being merely external things, 
muſt likewiſe be of an indifferent nature; and 
therefore could not on; orga 3 E 
RAS e e „ ; In 
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In that of ceths, t be ſeveral kinds whereot were 


really of . the fame. 1M or, As includ g the 
virtual a ppeal to 5 an theref 50 mult nes Jae 


be of equal. Hors ang 19 43 8. 10 qe, afl 
fraudylent, ev aſſye ap ges“ * y 
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ſelves from HT 0 Cy prior, 
Igation +... „ chat to . contr, , agre eſpecially 
the great, general ons: af matrimony... which 
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A oe AR 9 15 od 90 


11 690 Oe 
origin e's thereof, , & Jprmicargn 
8 ultery g: and by. that AL Tutu f . 
To ; preferable to , to facryfice,. . era. 2 and 
ve Precept interfer 8 
Hen ne myſt appear, not only excellent 
in in ie: and taken independ ndently s but more 
pecially fo, in 15 circumſtances. pdet whe 


was delivered: as.: fully obviating the fey 
maxims, and. fallacious gloſles, .adva 
Jewiſb teachers of gur Saviour 8. tine: in wh bick 


reſpect it muſt be doubly uſeful, as an inctruc- 
tion 1n truths of the laſt importance and a 15 


againſt ſo many popular errors; ad may be con- 


1 erer as another W big e = | 


ee xj. 16, Ke. 1 Mat . he bit yi, 1285 3 


t Matt. v. 32, &c. pi Mook with 1 Cor. vii. 15. and / ib. 


"Vol III. p. 407. That this lionld be underſtoad rather as a . 
. „than as the ſole reſtraining clauſe: of divorce,” Vid. rte, 
'Obſ.- Sacr. Vol. I. p. 1 e _ n e 
e 15. a 7 ö {> 9 2 1 
Nen yy" a 7. E A . 7 ” HOU 27 HON mal 5 e | 
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N 1 on 1. 
ne con er chings, boch t to "the gen 
ral benefit of mankind, and the arias exi- 


 perices of his hearers. © 
8 Laſtly, our Saviour's way of arguing, muſt 


ſomething | of a peculiar force and poignancy 


* alotig with it, and be SHALE with extraordinary 


| 
| 


8 Werinig ſuch objections as had been ma 
Private, or at leaſt out of his hearing 15 by, refut- 


Ackofting theit hypocrify, e 
and e Cütriag off all e of "Th on 


8 Ai. = xi 1 Xvi. 6. 30 


5 


dęgtees both of conviction, and aſtoniſhment; as 
4 he knew thoroughly what was in nan, and there- 


fore could ſpeak to his heart directly a; and needed 


nor that any man | ſhould either af him, or inform 


him of any thing: as he ſaw into the molt ſecret 
thoughts, and purpoſes, of all thoſe whom he had 


to deal with; and often ſhewed them plainly that 


he did fo, by removing the latent prejudices of his 


weaker friends, and obviating i their ſeveral doubts 


and difficulties, as they aroſe in their own minds; 
before they durſt give utterance to them : by an- 
> only in 


ing every playſible pretence, and laying open the 
molt artful ſtratagems of His inyeterate enemies; 
expoling their true aim; 


44190 7 YE: £ 41 * S 4 2 a 
af * 


0 2 "Mark 3 ii. 8. . 3%, GAS 22. vi. 
2 1 2 5p . 15 other inſtances 
elt on 43.7 m. on Jobs v. 14. p. 272. 
%, Life of Chriſt, c. 57.2. ti. And L on Ja i. 48. 


+ Comp Fobn x: & 199 30. „30. GELS in John xi. Og regs 
rin ſeems to caſe in John vii. 15, 1 16. = xxvii. 
25 ant many other places, en ores that circumſtance ĩs not expreſſed. 
* Luke xii. 61. 8ee Beuſen's Life of Chriſt, c. 50 f iv. and g 
X. i. where ſeveral Texts are explained by the conſideration of Je- 
dus bis knowing the hearts of men, — could talk to their 
thoughts as we do to each other's words or actions. Comp. Dr. 
Harwoed's new Introd. to the N. T. c. 8. 5 1. where many ingenious 
obſervations occur to the ſame purpoſe, 
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1 Life , _ bara | 

which account his word mult needs be puick an mM 
power ful, 1 and ſharper than any to- edged ford. + 
In this reſpect too it might 7b be ſald, never 
man Hale Nike this man. Many inſtances W. 


N 8 e a diligent pe perafal of tlie geb. 
Thus did Chrif we: and teach: thewing him- 
Py: as much ſuperior to the reſt Uf the world in 
each of theſe reſpects, as he did in his miractes;” 
There was an extraordinary matt among the 
Och, Who has often been compared to Ch, 
there being a great reſemblance between the 
in ſome very remarkable particulars. e ae, Mis 6 
Chrift, lays out all his aq going A 
 moniſh and reform hig countr) men; v 
affares them, was 4 mee enßoi noc 
Deity, for their benefit; to whom He ſuppoſes 
himſelf given, or ſent by God With the utmoſt 
Firrtineſs bearing all the injuries, and Dr the 
affronts, to which he Was conti 
that account. He conſtantly Tefofts to place 0 
public concourſe, and generaly Srounds his if: 
courſes on what occurs there: making uſe of ever) 
Place, and ſeaſon, and occaſion, to excrete - 
culcate his philoſophy. He chooſes 4 fate of. 18 
verty, to clear himſelf from all ſuſpicin e | 
Intereſt, and make his character niore'uinexte; 4 
tionable, by ſhewing that he himſelf practiſed what 
he taught“: he avoids meddling with the aft 
of the ablic declines poſts of authority among 
his fellow citizens; as theſe in n "OO 5 
© et ©" 


abs 4 1 


* Via, Plutarch. Adveri. Cole. Op: Vol es, 
E544 . 


=_ - - Roftions 7 
9 have. monte his fate, * he had 
them any conſiderable ſervice. He perſeveres 


in 885 and examining their prejudices, in order 
their. ignorance and . e og „ and 

iy their pride, on all ccaſions; and de- 
clares that he muſt perſevere in the ſame courſe f, 
Fra vii he. abr care that the loſs of his 
would. attend it +: nay, that be 
would — this courſe, chougb be were to 
die ever {9 aften for it. When, merely out of ewvy 
Z he is delivered up to his enemies, and on a moſt 
al xciqus proſecution brought ta his trial; inſtead 
af having sccourſe to the uſual way af ſupplica- | 
Fog and applying to the paſſions, of his judges; 
| He proves to them, that they qught not to/admit 
gk any | ſuch application; he informs their reaſon, 
als to their. conſciences ; and proceeds 
ar, in his own e — be juſt 
to ne mocence, and ſhew them the 


a gt; x 
Pr ly. ſo. = 


* 
SA — wt 


4 


any. the 

= eds fignifies that-it was free and yolun- 
tary. in him, _ becauſe it was become neceſſary for 
he. world; and, meets the inltruments t 
With the urmaſh calmneß and 
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Life ani Chari of CHRIST. 53 
propriety, with with which'the goſpels — recorded] 
and, indeed, the effects which his infirudtions, 
and example, had upon them, were Poli 

Some other circumſtances might” be pointed | 
955 were we to draw a parallel between theſe 

| "cc conſidered” as publick teachers. But not- 

Ace ah fich, and without derogating 
from the charatterof r, we fill may affirm, | 
that he was far ſurpaſſed'by CHRIST; as welt - 
in the importance bf the doctrines taught, * 
the candid, clear, convincing manner of feliverit 
them; and in that purity, and general perfection, 

which diftinguiſh Clitiſtianity from Gery othicy 

1 ſtem. . a4 © ls IR EEDP? 5 
N Socrates deſcends ſometimes te Wiehl Bbg 

and often trifles in purſuing others; neither at- 
tempting to give his hearers information! in them; 
nor ſo much as pretending to have received any 
himſelf : he wraps up his diſcourſe in ſubtle in- 
tricacies, as beſt adapted to his principal deſigſi 
of ſnewing men that they knew nothing: 
pro and con T, puzzling and perplexing thoſe 
with whom he argues; and ſeems more ffudidtis 
to confute what they maintain, than to eſtabliſh 
any doctrine of his own : inſtead of clearing up 
their doubts, and opening his mind to them 1 
he conſtantly makes uſe of captious interroga- 
tories, to enſnare and e raw them into difficulties; 1 
and is ever mixing ridicule and ſatire with his 
dee * an * . 40 Wi 0 
A 28 Sees Life of Ser. e 4 1 

© *4 Vid. Cic. de Or. III. 18. a 


E 3 


54 - .; Refledtions. an the 


a * general turn and 8 of that 
lively people; though it afforded great delight to 
ſeveral of his followers,; and ſerved to attach 
them the more ſtrongly to him: yet it was ſurely 
gratifying, 2. wrong. taſte. in- them, and giving 
unneceſſary offence: to others (z.) — But 
— Secrates's talent: and his employing it 
ſo much, has given juſt occaſion for that charge 
6 vanity, which ſome have brought againſt him. 
His method of diſputing, however admired. by 
his contemporaries, and celebrated by moſt others 
fince, yet muſt. be owned to admit of many ſo- 
phales to be calculated rather for confounding, 
convincing an opponent. - 
His genius, or demon; whatever he 0d 
by it, 8 upon ſome occaſions it ſhould be 
allowed to a him and his followers, from 
evils of 7 conſequence ; ; yet. on. others, it ſeems 
W intereſt itſelf, in very low affairs, and which 
Vere hardly Dea digna; ſuch, as its giving them 
Warning not to go through a certain ſtreet, in 
| which they were to meet ſome ſwine, and ſpoil 
their bee in matters of eee import- 


B).Of this Lind 5 We to 8 8 3 on ha 1 his being 
ae ed to maintain himſelf by privately working at the trade of a 
= jearher: dreſſer, which he had not a mind to own ; which had made 
tar ſame Ke borer: of o 2 8 ho bitter 4 = 
| his perſiſting in ng t e of Haytus on that after 
notice —— him that de aon ſhould be withdrawn, if he would 
ut fer ear the mentioning it; was perhaps a chief cauſe of the pro- 
tion carried on with ſo much pique and violence againſt 


- - kb oy OS. Ph. Part dP. P- $3» ny ode L cannot 
herefore RE? ve of his i, n thi and many other inſtances, 
natwithſtandin 
ſeR. 2. p. 18155 192. 


Clerc's plaufi e of it. "ity. Phil. c. 3. 
Flu, de Gen. dar. See a like e e 8 5 wo. 
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ance it leaves him under the higheſt uncertainty; ;. 
ſometimes. it, ſeems to degenerate into downright 
fanaticiſm ; and, a afte Ws fr PP Vas 1 
7 Wie pry mw NES oben” 


od -- 
244 


2 8 1 5 moſt ee e A 5 8 

able vices; 2 but I ather, it mult be g be owned, 2) q ; 
goes very. groſſiy into the language of them; ; un # 
leſs we admit the favourable apology. made for 
bim on this article, by throwing the whole blame . 
on one of his diſciples. He appears Paley ba 


to to plepd his own e OL, of their diyi- | 
7 and approbation of their eſtabliſhed wor- 


ſhip T both which were abominable ; and often, 

treated accordingly upon the ſtage; and which * 
therefore no ſuch excuſe, as that of a ta * 
diſturb the publick peace, or not offending the 
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Je Dir. i. 54 4. T6 458 eule chats a Ea lee of his: life un- 
| derſtand this divine call, when he ſuppoſes it to extend to indifforent - - 


affairs? p. 90. 


.- * Ozzel,' Animadv. in Mir. Fel. p. 1545 Though o md Bec 4 * 
ference is due to the authorities produced on the other fideibyia 


level friend, that they muſt be referred ta, Ses pi, Remarks 


on. Ecel.:Hift: Vol. I. 1 


+ Vid. Plat, et Xen. _ comp. "Rollin, A. Hitt vary Us 5 


vis jam ſuperſtition 
Qui auctoritate eit fuk > Laa, de Falſa . Lib. * ons 
10. comp. Aen. Mem. Socr. 1. — 
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10 L ( 


24 40 4844 x ; 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| "© MG Ft Dt myſelf With only Winds on 


E. nfeal Humour in reſpect t tnt 


* 


555 5 e r WON 
cutl6h; ever cant Juftify. Ele SHR his de- 
votion to the karge lte in Pfwate ; and in 
his” Taft moments, either "betrays - arr App E- 
henſion .c of ſome neglect towards Ts of them; "or 
chhſtents Himſelf with contirtving the lame Krain | 
ronlc om, Which he 
indulged in other ſabj ets; ; of Et th the wo rid Un- 
ertaln what he meant. ae e lden 
From theſe fig Skt ſtrictüres ort {had Jo 
 reffvited be of ry moſt complete 4m 12 
men; * 5 It is placed in ppofition 195 t of 
_ Of atd, tis af dith which has 
"0 rang 55 S "Tt fl 1 
1 Uevers wou — 
ne NY draWh - 


E | 15 ant en tog AA Thy y other of 


celebrated lg ert And pub eK 1 55 
. But ſuch a comparative Sa ſe eettis ro 
FC neteary t its motto. 


Tome fe of thoſe remarkable eirtumſtances in the 
_ If or ESU S, Whith were recorded By his firſt 
_ diſciples, as the evidences of m8 being the Son of 
S; Which brought ſo many to believe on — 
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it time, and which one would think ffi 

re oe Ds the fame' belief in” every ape; 
as they have actually done, both with the gene] 
ity, where-ever they have been falrly of 
to chem; and with the” beſt, and" Wifeſt 
who have Logs themieſves leave delt 


upon them. . AER we 5 7/22 E9TY 5115 
| 10 OHR 2 303 2 10 2. 10 0 
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he was addicted, either: Aa Of 55, 
own followers, or as charged t 4 


Mabonet. 'of his Wives 5 5 5 | 

of his falling, like Speruret and P32, ö and tl. 

faſhionable vices of His country. — 1 

place, his Par that part of It at Jeaft, 

Ars os x with,” wds elnployed 
tan 


an Ss f Kue a "OR 4 
p kalten, all thoſe who felt fr bis Way, 1. © In (380 | 
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88 n Reflections. on the  - 
By his 2 0 of mind and judicious replies, 
b queſtions were propoſed to 
him, he teſtified the coolneſs and ſoundneſs of his 
underſtanding, Mart. xxi. 24. xxii. 16. XXX. 37.— 
By. avoiding all danger when he could da i it con- 
|. Gitently with his duty, and reſolutely encountering 
7 toben his hour was come, i. e. when his 
own office or the deſtination of providence made 
it neceſſary, he proved the ſedateneſs of his cou- 
paſſion and enthuſiaſm. Mart. xii. 14, 15. xiv. 12, | 
13. Jabn iv. 1—3. Compared with Matt. xv. 17— 
19.— by his patience and forbearance, when he 
had the means of revenge in his power, he taught 
us the proper treatment of our enemies, Luke ix. 54. 
Alart. Xxvi. 53. compared with Luke xxiii. 34. — 
by his withdrawing himſelf from the populace 
and repelling their attempts to make him a King, 
he:ſhewed us the ſenſe we ought to entertain of 
r clamour and applauſe, Fobn. vi..15.— by 
is laying hold. of every opportunity! to. inſtruct 
j his followers, and taking ſo much pains to incul- 
cate his precepts,. he left us a pattern of induſtry 
and zeal in our: profeſſion by the liberty he took 
with, the 2 0 and Sadducees, the Lawyers and 
z their hy Ypocrily, their errors 


„ 


* 82 our duty, Matt. Xii. Luke xi. ee 
be ſpared neither the faults | of his friends, nor 
| the. vices of his enemies; — by his indifference 
and unconcern about his own accommodation 
and 3 the intereſts, af bis Kane and 
| ; g ortune, | 


Life and Charafter of CHRIST. 59; | 
fortune, he condemned all worldly mindedneſs, 


Matt. viii. 20. xii. 46—50. Jobn 1.34. — He was 
perfectly - ſober and rational in his ” AGO 

witneſs. the Lord's prayer compared with any. 
of the compoſitions of modern enthuſiaſts. — his 
admirable diſcourſes before his death are ſpeci- 


4 


mens of inimitable tenderneſs .and. affection to- 


wards his followers. Jobn xiv. xv. xvi. xvii. 


his quiet ſubmiſſion to death, though even the 
proſpect of it was terrible to him, exhibits. a com- 
plete pattern of reſignation and acquieſcence in 
the divine will, John xxii. 41-44. 
And to crown all, his example was tratticolla; 
and ſuited to the condition of humar 
did not like Rouſſeau call upon mankind to retum 
back into a ſtate of nature, or calculate his pfe-- 
cepts for ſuch a ſtate. e did not with the Monk 
and the Hermit run into Caves and Cloiſter 


or ſuppoſe men could make themſelves more accep- | 
table to God by keeping out of the way of one 


another. He did not, with ſome of the moſt 


eminent of the Stoics, command his followers to | 
throw their wealth into the Sea, nor with the 
eaſtern Faguirs to inflict upon themſelves any 
tedious gloomy penances, or extravagant morti- [| 
fications. — He did not, what is the ſure compa« | 
nion of enthuſiaſm, affect ſingularity in his beha- 
viour ; he dreſſed, he ate, he converſed like other 


people ; he accepted their invitations, was a gueſt i 
at their feaſts, frequented their ſynagogues, and 
went up to Jeruſalem at their great Feſtival. He 


e his diſciples to follow ſome profeſſions, | i 


life; — he 
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& Netten en rl. GU. 
wo be kater tax-gath 
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rs, Kikierin#n' to marry 
wives, Pay taxes, ſubmit fo mag iſtrates, — to 
carry on their uſttal buſhels ald when they 
chuld be | = pen his fervice, to return again 
to'thieir re : *. — Upon the whole, 
if the account which is given of Chrift in Sctip- 
ture be a juſt one lf there was really ſuch a 
perſon, how conld he be an im 
was no ſuch perſon, how came the illiterate 
Art eliſts to heft of ſuck a Character, and that 
without any vifibvte'd 1 a 
radter at all? OR 


B abe, When che” publi- 
m oxious profeſſions in 
what they were to do, 
95 en, eware 
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Indeed to e . a 
* Precepts of all the different Philoſophers, tp 


them, would have proved a very difficult work 


but that a ſingle perſon, without any ales | 


from. thoſe Philoſophers or any 8 7 
whatſoever, in direct en 555 to the g 

bliſhed practices and maxims of his on country, 
ſhould form a ſyſtem, ſo unblameable an the one 
band, and ſo perfect on the other, is extraoxdin 77 
be eee e and Rac 1 ex- 
ed 255 thoſe who ls 
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62 APPEND Ix. 
- The towing are ſome principal Articles of 
his GRem. F «7 a 
L. The veneſ⸗ of Nei and enemies.— 
abſelutely original. 
Ave have heard that it hath been ſaid thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbour and hate thine enemy; 
but I ſay unto you, love your enemies, bleſs them 
that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you and 
1 cute you, that ye may be the children! bf our 
Father which is in Heaven; for he maketh his ſun 
t6 riſe on the eyil and on the good, and ſendeth 
5 Hain vn the ſult and on the unjuſt. Marr. v. 43-4 5. 
ary forgive men chef epa your hea- 
enly* V Father wilt alſo 84 — Ms but'if 72 — 


'him'? N RIO ſeven; / Hides? ** ark unto 

1 125 ot unto thee until ſeven times, but 
til ſeventy times ſeven: therefore (i. e. in this 
6 7) i is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a 
tain Haag which would take account of his 

mts; and when he had begun to reckon, one 
I brought” yyito him which owed him ten 
thoufand' talents; but, for as much as he had not 
| to pay, his lord commanded him to be ſold, and 
Bie Wife and children and all that he had, and 
payment to be made: the ſervant therefore fell 
own, and worſhipped him, ſaying, lord have 


4 0 i the 


patience with me, and I will oP thee all. Then 
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the lord of that ſervant was moyed with co 
ſion, and looſed him, and forgave him the Wo ; 
But the ſame ſervant went out, and found. one gf 
his fellow - ſervants, which owed him an hundred 
' pence; and he laid hands on him; and took. him 
buy the throat, fſayi Vue PAY y me what thou.owelt ; 
and his fellow ſervant fell down at his feet, and 
beſought him, faying, have patience with me, and 
" 6 will pa y thee all; and he would not, but went 
and 3 him into priſon, till he ſhould Pay. the 
debt. So when his fellow ſervants ſaw; what was 
done, they were very ſorry, and came and told 
unto their lord all that was done. Then his loxd, 
after that he had called him, faid, unto. him, O 
thou wicked ſervant, I forgave thee all that debt, 
becauſe thou deſiredſt me, ſhouldeſt not thou alſo 
have had compaſſion on thy fellow - ſervant, even 
as I had pity. on thee? And his lord was wroth, 
and delivered him to the tormentors, till he 
pay all that was due unto him; ſo likewiſe hall 
my heavenly Father do alſo unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one his: 10 other their 
treſpaſſes. Malt. xvili. 21-355. 
And when, ye ſtand praying, eu © 
have ought againſt any; that your Father 
which is in heaven, may forte you your tref- 
paſſes. Mark xi. 2 3 
Love ye your enemies, and do. good, 
lend, hoping for nothing again, and your RE 
' ſhall be great, and ye ſhall be the children of the 
Higheſt, for he is kind unto the unthankful OE: to 
the evil.“ Luke vi. 35. FEY $i Mes 


64 
i « And 1 were N the * N which 
Kate Catyary, t erß they crucified im, and 
7 Fes, Lehe on the right hand, and the 
the left 1 27 Ale efus, Father forg] ve 
Lale 


0 ot. it 8 4. do. 
| f 8 the EN 
. +} 8 Me. * „„ 


* * 
AS: 5. > 


e unfotrſe 250 


"0 fahintry 4 , rel, * | 1 dhe 


Welt. 


*They we crit, an d en erte x ich 


ey . 
or the 
e Han t 0 make rea ready. for him, 9 25 2 
dot receive kn : - becauſe 155 "face was as the ough | 
*he would; 0 to. Feruſalem ; and when his diſciples 
apes anc i Fabn 1 aw this, they  faid, lord wilt! thou, 
vat we command fire, to come down from | hea- 
Fes and conſume them, ev even as Eljas did * But 
"he turned, and rebuked | them, and ſaid, yer : know 


e e of 1 pul are of.” Luke Ix. 


26919E-WO 


* _— FIR 
? A it 


r 
fa Hur; And 
ER us e ſaid, 5 tn, man. went down 


. and 155 5 7 177 half Heal ; and by 
"chance there came down a certain prief that way, 
"and 1 when he ſaw him, he paſſed by on the other 
"fide ; And Tikewife a Ebi, when 17 Was at the 
Place, came and looked on him, and paſſed by on 
| the other ſide ; but a certain. Samaritan as he jour- 
"neyed, came, Where he was, and when he ſaw him 
"be bal! compaſſion on him, : and went to him, and 
"bold op tis wounds, pouring in oil and wine, 


and 


an Inn, and took care of him; and on the mor- 
row, when he departed, he took out two pence, 
and gave them to the Hoſt, and, ſaid, take care of 
him, and whatſoever thou ſpendeſt more, when Þ 
come again, I will repay thee: which now of 
theſe three, thinkeſt thou, was neighbour to him 
that fell among the thieves? And he ſaid, he that 


ſnewed mercy on him. Then ſaid Feſus A 


go and do thou likewiſe.” Luke x. 29-37. 
III. The inferiority and en Nabe aer. 

nial to the moral Law. 
Leave thy gift before the altar ; and 85 Fd 
way, firſt be reconciled to thy brother, 1 ert 
come and offer thy gift.” Mart. v. 23. 
If ye bad A what this en 1 may 
have: mercy and not facrifice,” ye would not __ 


condemned the guiltleſs. Matt. xii. 7. 1 


* And behold there was a man which had his 
hand withered; and they aſked him, ſaying, is it 


lawful to heal on the ſabbath days ? that they,” 


might accuſe him. And he ſaid unto them, what 


man ſhall there be among you, that ſhall have 


one ſheep, and if at fall into a Pit on- ze ſabbath 
day, will he not lay hold on it and lift it out? 
How much then is a man better than a ſheep? 


Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the ſabbath 85 


days.” Matt. xii. 10-13. See alſo Mart iii. 155." 


Not that which goeth into the mouth acfil- | 


eth a man ; but that which cometh out. of the 


mouth, this defileth a man — thoſe things, which 
proceed out of the mouth, come forth from the 


F heart, 


. bim te 
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heart, and they defile the man; for out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 


fornications, thefts, falſe witneſſes, blaſphemi ies, 
thefe are the things which defile a man; but to 


eat-with unwaſher FI: "Uefiloth/ not a man.“ 
Matr. xv. 11-18-20. 
7: Woe: unto you Stribes ak: Pharifier; 3 
crites; for ye pay tythe of mint and aniſe and 
5 and have omitted the weightier matters 
of the law, juſtice, mercy, and faith, ¶(ſdelity:) theſe 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the ge 
undone.” 
Le make clean the outs 85 then cup Way of . 
the platter, but within they are full of extortion 
and exceſs. Thou blind .Phariſee, cleanſe firſt 
that which is within the cup and platter, that the 
outſide of them _ be Woh * Mart. XX111. 
25. 5 ; 
. the Sexibe gad unto niet well ber, 
thou haſt ſaid the truth, for there is one God, 
and there is none other but he, and to love him 
with all the heart, and with all the underſtanding, 
and with all the ſoul, and with all the ſtrength, and 
to love his neighbour as himſelf, is more than all 
whole burnt offerings and ſacrifices: and when 
Jeſus faw that he anſwered diſcreetly, he ſaid unto 
him, thou art not far Trom the kingdom of God. 
| Mark: xi. 92-34. 
| INV. T7, * condemning of 4 Fl 0 Pride and gene. 
tim. 
EE uh Take herd that ye do not your alt before 
men, to be ſeen of them; otherwiſe ye ſhall have 


= ? HE * 4 1 V - ES no 
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no reward of your Father which is in heaven: 


therefore when thou doſt thine alms, do not ſound 


a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do, in the 
ſynagogues and i in the ſtreets, that they may have 
glory of men; verily I ſay unto you they have 

their reward, But when thou doeſt alms, let et 


thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth, 


that thine alms may be in ſecret; and thy F ather; 
which ſeeth in ſecret, himſelf ſhall' reward thee 
openly. And when thou prayeſt, thou ſhalt not 
be as the hypocrites are; for they love to pray, 
ſtanding in the ſynagogues and in the corners of 


the ſtreets, that they may be ſeen of men; verily 


I ſay unto you, they have their reward. But thou, 
when. thou prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet, and, 


when thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in ſecret; and thy Father which ſeeth in 


ſecret ſhall reward thee openly. Mareover when 
ye faſt, be not as the hypocrites, of a ſad coun- 


tenance; for they disfigure their faces, that they | 


may appear unto men to faſt ,.verily I ſay unto 


you, = bare their re but thou;when thou 


thou appear not pony men to faſt, but unto thy 
Father which is in ſecret; and thy Father which 


ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee in Matt. vi. 
1-6. 16-18. x 5 lth 


All their works they 45 Fans to ba ſeen. aka men: 


they make broad their Phylactęries, and enlarge 
the 3 ders of their garments, and love the up- 


permoſt rooms at feaſts, and the chief ſeats in the 


| NO” and greetings in the e and to 


. be 
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| be called of men Rabbi, Rabbi.“ Mart. xxiii. 5-7, 
And he ſpake this parable unto certain which 
truſted. in themſelves that they were righteous, 
and deſpiſed others. Two men went up into the 
Temple to pray, the one a Phariſee, and the other 
4 Publican; the Phariſee ſtood and prayed thus 
with himſelf, God, I thank thee, that I am not as 
other men are, extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers, or 
even as this Publican ; I faſt twice in the week, I 
give tythes of all that I poſſeſs. And the Publican 
ſtanding afar off, would not lift up ſo much as 
his eyes unto heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, 
fying, God be merciful to me a finner. I tell 
you this man went down to his houſe, juſtified 
rather than the other; for every one that exalteth 
Himſelf; ſhall be abaſed; and he that humbleth 
Himſelf, ſhall be exalted.” Duke xviii. g-14. 
V. Reftraining the licentroufneſs of Divorces. 
The Pbariſees came unto him tempting him, 
3 W is it lawful for a man to put 
away his wife for every cauſe? And he anſwered 
und ſaid unto them, have ye not read, that he 
which made them at the beginning, made them 
male and female; and ſaid, for this cauſe ſhall a 
man leave father and mother, and ſhall cleave to 
his wife, and they twain ſhall be one fleſh? wvhere- 
fore they are no more twain but one fleſh; what 
- therefore God hath joined together, let not man 
put aſunder. They ſay unto him, why did Moſes 
then command to give a writing of divorcement, 
and to put her away? He ſaith unto them, Moſes 
becauſe of — * hearts ſuffered you 
e Jas of : to. 
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to put away your wives, but from the beginning 
it was not ſo; and I ſay unto you, whoſoever ſhall 
put away his wife, except it be for formcation, 
and ſhall marry another, committeth adultery; 
and whoſo marrieth her which is nnn 
commit adultery. Matt. xix. 3-9. incl, gi 
N. B. Theſe four laſt articles were inline 
| — to the eſtabliſned praẽtice aca Sn 1 
dur Saviour's own country. n 
VI. 7. be eie of a authority frm religinas 
matters. 1+ 
7 Then faith 3 pins, andes motile 
the tlungs which are Cz/ar's, and unto; God: the 
mn that are God's.” Matt. xxii. 224. 
« And one of the company ſaid unto him, Ma- 
fler, ſpeak to my brother, that he divide the anhes 
ritance with me. = ſaid unto him, man, whe 
made me a Kt ras divader eee e be. Lutte xi 
135 14. 0 780 Ha 
He Gd unto the woman eee ee 
e Where are thoſe thine: accuſers? hath no man 
condemned thee? (1. e. judicially,; for: the woman's | 
anſiner was not true in any other ſonſe.) the ſaid, No 
man Lord: and Feſus 10 unto her, neither do I 
pay ogy thee (i. e. in a. Jame ſenſes or 954 oi 


Vili. 10, 1 1. 3 N 
VII. Purity and nei of . | 
D Wien ye pray, uſe not vain e f 


heathen do; for they think that they ſhall beh | 
for their much ſpeaking. Be not ye therefore like | 
unto them; for your Father knoweth what things | 
Tr have need of before you aſk him : after this 


. manner 
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manner therefore * Je, a. . b. Nat. vi. 
7¹•9. 

8 The Sh es —_ now 1s, as 11 0 
true worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit 
aud in truth, for the Father ſeeketh ſuch: to wor- 

ſhip him. God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip 
him, muſk np him in n and 1 in truth. 5 


John iv. ag, 24. 
VIII. Mimating of aftions by the Poe and; not 


the ged. 
« And Jeſas fat over a the 8 (+. e. 


for pious wſes,) and beheld how the people caſt 
money into the treaſury ;- and many that were 
rich caſt in much; and there came a certain poor 
_wadow, and ſhe ner in two mites, which make 
a farthing; and he called unto him his diſciples, 
and faith unto them, verily I ſay unto you, that 
this poor widow. hath caſt: more in than all they 
| which have caſt into the treaſury, for all they did 
{| caſt in of their abundance; but ſhe of her want 
did enen even all — 
Mark Xii. 41-44. 
IX. — ag 10 ke regulation of 
te thoughts. . . 
4.4.1 lay; unto you, that ew than looketh/ on a 
woman to luſt after her, hath committed adultery 
Anh der already in his heart.” Mart. 5. 28. 
Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, &c. 
— —theſe are the things which 441. a man.” Mate. 
a ae, 
. ne mankind renne 
* ur, 3 ä e 


| | cc That | 


Wh: | ' 


That ſervant which knew his lord's will, 1 
prepared not himſelf, neither did according to his 
will, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes ; but hie 
that knew not, and did commit things worthy of 
ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with few ſtripes: for unto 
whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall be much 
required; and (i. e. as) to whom men have com- 


mitted much, of him __ ien the more. wo 
n1c:47; 48. B rene, bus 
XI. The invitations to edit bent ware 


„Then drew near unto him all aki publicans 
and ſinners for to hear him; and the — 
and Scribes murmured, ſaying, this man rect 


ſinners and eateth with them; and he ſpabe th 


parable unto them, ſaying, what man of 


having an hundred ſheep, if he loſe one of them, 
doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wih- 
derneſs, and go after that which is loſt till he find 


it? and when he hath found it, he layeth it on his | 


ſhoulders rejoicing ; and when he cometh home, 


he calleth together his friends and-neighhours, 
faying unto them, rejoice with me, for I have ohm 
my ſheep which was loſt: I ſay unto you, that 
likewiſe joy ſhall be in heaven over one ſinner that 


repenteth, more than over ninety and nine juſt 
perſons which need no repentance.” Luke: x g. 
<« And he ſaid, (i. e. upon- the ſame: occaſion, 


certain man had two ſons; and the younger of | 
them ſaid to his father, father, give me the portion | 


of goods that falleth tp me; and he divided unto 
them his living: and not many days after the 
younger ſon gathered all together, and took his 


F 4 | jour- if 


— — —— — 
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A0 A far 1 * — his 
— with riotous living; and when he had 
ſpent all, there aroſe a mighty famine in that land, 
and he began to be in want; and he went and 
joined himfelf to a citizen of. that country, and 
ke ſent him into his fields to feed ſwine, and he 
would fain have filled his belly with the huſks that 
the ſwine did eat, and no man gave unto him; 
and when he came unto himſelf, he ſaid, how 
many hired ſervants of my father have bread 
enough and to ſpare, and I periſh with hunger? 
I will ariſe and go to my father, and will ſay un- 
to him, father, I have ſinned againſt heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy ſon, make me as one of thy hired ſervants. 
And he aroſe and came to his father; but when he 
was yet a great way off, his father faw him, and 
had compaſſion, and ran and fell on his neck and 
kifſed him: and the ſon ſaid unto him, father, I 
' have ſinned againſt heaven, and in thy fight, and 
am no more worthy to be called thy ſon: but the 
father ſaid to his ſervants, bring forth the beſt 
robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his 
hand, and ſhoes on his feet; and bring hither the 
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and be merry 
for this my ſon was dead, eee he 
was _ and 1 is e 8 an nol 
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- The goſpel maxims of Joving our 'neighbonr as 


Ne and doing as we would be done'by, are mach = 


ſuperior rules of life to the ro E of the Greek, 


or the honeſtum of the Latin moraliſts, in forming 
ideas of which people put in or left out juft what 


they pleaſed ; and better than the w/e, or general 
expediency 'of the modern, which few can — 
—as motives likewiſe, or principles of J 
they are much ſafer than either the love of 4 our 
country, which has oft times been deſtructive to 
the reſt of the world; or friendſhip, N ve 
conſtant ſource of partiality and injuſtice. 
His manner alfo of teaching, was influiltely 
more affecting than theirs: as may be known by 


* 


comparing what we feel, when we riſe up from 
reading the parables of the good Samaritun, of the 


Phariſee and Publican, the ſervant who hen he was 
| forgiven by his 'maſter, would not forgive -his 
fellow ſervant, the prodigal ſon, the tich man who 
laid up his ſtores. Luke xli. by comparing, 1 fay, 
theſe with any thing excited in us, on reading 


Tully's Offices, Ariſtotle's Ethics, or e. s depo 


No benen moraliſt ——— Mint af, as 


Chriſt did, to the prevailing vices and corruptions | 


—— GAR DA In — <A tte CEE —ü—4ꝙq4 Se een 


of his own time and country. Mart. v. vi, vii xi. 


Luke xi. 39-44. — The ſports of the gladiators, 


unnatural luſt, the licentiouſneſs of divorce, the 


expoſing of infants and ſlaves, procuring aborti- 
ons, publick eſtabliſhment of ſtews, all ſubſiſted 


at Rane, and not one of them ande, or 


hinted 
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hinted at in Tullys Offices. The moſt indecent 
revelling, drunkenneſs and lewdneſs, practiſed at 
the feaſts of Bacchus, Ceres and Cybele, and their 
greateſt Philoſophers never remonſtrated againſt it. . 
The heathen Philoſophers, though they have 
advanced fine ſayings and ſublime precepts in ſome 
points of-morality, have groſlly failed in others; 
ſuch as the toleration or encouragement of re- 
venge, Gavery; unnatural luſt, An, ſuicide, 

&c. — 5 
Plato expreſſly allowed of te drinking a at 
the feſtival of Bacchus. 

Maximus Tyrius forbad to pray. 
Socrates diredts his hearers to conſider the Greeks 
as. bros but Barbarians as natural enemies. 
-  Arsftetle maintained that nature intended Bar- 
banane to be ſlaves. TH 
The Szozcs held that all crimes were aqua 7" IP 

2 Plato, * allow and adviſe men to con- 


Cicero, ętinue the r of their ance- 
= " Epittetus, ſtors. 4 

i» Ariſtotle, 95 Both ſpeak of the rb rene inju- 

en ries, as meanneſs and puſillanimity. 
++ © Theſe were trifles to what follows. 
- harte * and Plato, both direct that means 
ſhould be Na nn weak. children Rong 
nent up. 

Cato commends. a young man n for frequenting 
the ſhows. (er inn 


. ; 2 1 : 
- a * * q 
© 4 F: +: „ 3 : 8 


8 5 Dr. Prisft A Inftitutes of Nat. and Rev. Religion, vol 20 


253. 
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Cicero expreſily ſpeaks of fornication as a aden 
never found fault with. eee ee 
Plato recommends a me of women's 
| alſo adviſes that ſoldiers ſhould not be reſtrained 
from ſenſual indulgence, eren the moſt.unnatural be 
ſpecies of it. | „ 21064 but 
 Xenophon relates without any nia of repro- 
= bation, that unnatural luſt was encouraged .by. 
the laws of ſeveral Grecian ſtates. 
Solon their great lawgiver forbad it only to ſlaves. 
Diogenes inculcated, and openly e the 
moſt brutal luſt. . 
Zeno the founder, and Cato che ne of me - 
Stoic philoſophy, both killed themſelves. 5 
Laſtly, the idea which the Chriſtian ſcriptures 
exhibit of the Deity, is in many reſpects different 
from the notion that was then entertained of him, 
but perfectly conſonant to the beſt information we 
have of his nature and attributes from reaſon and 
the appearances of the univerſe— The ſcriptures 
_ deſcribe him as one, wiſe, powerful, ſpiritual ane 
omniptęſent; as placable and impartial, as abound- 
ing in affection towards his creatures, overruling 
by his providence the concerns of mankind in this 
world, and deſigning to compenſate their ſuffer- 
Ings, reward their merit, and puniſh their crimes 
in another. The foregoing inſtructions both” 
with regard to God and to morality, appear alſo 
without any traces of either learning or ſtudy. - 
Noa ſet proofs, no formal arguments, no regular 
deduction or eee by wal ſuch conclu- 
| ſions 


and other 
of this: to any 
SW theſe circumftances * 
authors of it muſt have ſome ſources 
of information which the others had t 
bree 
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